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SKETCHES OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF PROFESSOR TAPPAN.- 
(Concluded from page 142.) 


WHILE professedly giving 
the character of a celebrated 
minister of the gospel and pro- 
fesssor of divinity, we cannot 
with propriety omit an inquiry 
into his religious sentiments. 
To the most approved christ- 
ian biographers, the inquiry has 
appeared worthy of attention. 
And men of different and op- 
posite sentiments all prove, by 
the warmth of their feelings, 
and by the vigour and resolu- 
tion of their efforts, that, what- 
ever they pretend, they really 
esteem the question respecting 
religious opinion of great con- 
sequence. Itis, therefore, ap- 
prehended, that the theolog- 
ical system,which Doctor Tap- 
pan embraced, is a subject high- 
ly interesting to every one ; 
although, as facts are, the full 
developement of that system 
might, to some, be very un- 
grateful. Let it be, however, 
remembered, that his opinion 
is not adduced as proof, that 
the system which he receiv- 
ed, is true. Our object is, 
by the faithful use of advanta- 
ges in our hands, to ascertain 
a matter of fact. In the Doc- 
tor’s own words, cited in their 
proper connection, we shall ex- 
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hibit his theological sentiments ; 
hoping at the same time to ad- 
minister valuable religious in- 
struction and entertainment to 
readers. 

That clear and distinct in- 
formation may be given, quo- 
tations are introduced respect- 
ing several particular subjects. 

I. The character, purposes, 
and ways of God. 

In answer to the objection 
against the divine goodness 
from the sin and misery of man, 
he says; “In the view of an 
infinitely wise and comprehen- 
sive benevolence, a creature so 
formed and circumstanced, as 
man, might be necessary to 
complete the scale of universal 
being, and to increase the stock 
of general felicity. Andthisrea- 
soning will be greatly strength- 
ened by considering, that e- 
ven the existence of moral and 
afflictive evil will probably be 
overruled to purposes of exten- 
sive good. For besides the 
private advantages of natural 
evil, we may suppose that the 
present and future sufferings 
annexed to human transgres- 
sion, may be of eminent utility 
to intelligent virtuous specta- 
tors, not only of our own, but 
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of other systems of being, to 
give them more striking im- 
pressions of the governing jus- 
tice, wisdom, and holiness of 
God, and more effectually to 
guard them against every ten- 
dency to vice, and secure their 
inviolable attachment to virtue. 
And even sin itself, though in 
its native tendency and the de- 
sign of the agent, it be a malig- 
nant and destructive evil, yet 
may be, and in fact has been 
overruled, as an occasion of 
the more various and glorious 
display of the perfect purity, 
justice, and even benevolence 
of God; it has, under the ad- 
ministration of infinite wisdom, 


given occasion to the plan of 


redemption, and to all those as- 
tonishing manifestations of di- 
vine mercy, patience, long suf- 
fering, and of rich, triumphant 
grace, which are shown to our 
rebellious world. And as for 
the misery of incorrigible sin- 
ners hereafter, we may be as- 
sured it will be no greater than 
their own demerit, and the gen- 
eral order and happiness of the 
universe require.” 
That passage in Ezekiel, 
As Fie, saith the Lord, Ihave 
no pleasure in the death of the 
wickedyhe thus explains; “God 
has no pleasure in the death of 
the sinner, in itself considered. 
It is no pleasure to him to pun- 
ish, merely for the sake of 
making or seeing his creatures 
miserable. It does not gratify 
his nature to inflict pain ; and 
he never does it, but to answer 
some great and benev olent pur- 
pose. It is not the nature of 
God to measure out pain to his 


creatures, unless he can by this 
advance the good of the whole.’ 

From the following quota- 
tion we learn what his senti- 
ments were on a very contro- 
verted subject. 

“ The will of God, with re. 
gard to the manifestations of j it 
to us, or our finite conceptions 
of it, is distinguished into two 
branches ; viz. his secret, and 
his revealed will. His seeret 
will means the same thing with 
his eternal counsels, whereby 
he laid the plan of all future e- 
vents from everlasting, in a 
most wise, free, absolutely im- 
mutable and infallible manner ; 
so that those things which seem 
to us the effects of natural caus- 
es, or merely casual and con- 
tingent events, are entirely sub- 
servient to the secret purposes 
of the infinite, eternal mind, 
and are so many instruments 
of fulfilling his pleasure.” Af- 
ter quoting the passage, in 
which God says ; J/y counsel 
shail stand, and Iwill do all my 


pleasure, he thus proceeds ; 


‘¢ Even those various, unstable 
and free volitions and move- 
ments of the human mind and 
will, which seem to come, un- 
der no government or restraint 
but that of itself, are yet most 
exactly ordered and overruled 
by God to accomplish the pur- 
poses of his own will. And 
herein, as an excellent writer 
observes, we may observe the 
profound and unsearchable wis- 
dom, power and purity of God ; 
that while man worketh freely, 
yet therein and thereby Ged 
worketh powerfully ; and while 
man worketh sinfully, God 
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worketh purely and justly. The 
freedom of man’s will is not 
controlled by the infallibility of 
God’s counsel, nor can it, (that 
is, man’s will) interrupt or dis- 
appoint it, ( that is, the divine 
counsel.) And on the other 
hand the sinfulness of the will 
and ways of man is not justifi- 
ed or excused by the infalli- 
bility and purity of the counsel 
of God. Now this will of Ged’s 
counsel or decrees 1s called se- 
cret, because it lay hid in his 
breast from eternity, and can- 
not be known by us until he 
fulfil it in his works, or declare 
itin his word.” He then men- 
tions God’s revealed will, by 
which his pleasure is made 
known tous; first, by his com- 
mands, which discover our du- 
tv ; and secondly, by his prov- 
idence, by which he accom- 
plishes, and so discovers what 
was purposed in his own mind 
from everlasting. ‘It is of 
great importance, that these 
different views of the will of 
God should be kept distinct in 
our minds. God’s secret will 
is the reason and rule of his 
own conduct; but his reveal- 
ed will is the great rule of ours. 
I may add, that God’s revealed 
willis, that all men should obey 
his laws, and be holy and hap- 
py; and yet it is ev ident from 
fact, that this is not his secret 
disposing will ; that is, he does 
not, as the great disposer of 
events, will, or determine to 
bring about the universal ho- 
liness and salvation of our fal- 
len race.’ The distinction he 


makes is, in short, between the 
law of God, which points out 


our duty, and the purpose of 
God respecting events ; a dis- 
tinction obvious to every con- 
siderate man. But the expe- 
dience, and even the propriety 
of using the terms, secret and 
revealed, in the sense above- 
mentioned, is seriously doubt- 
ed. 

II. The natural character 
and state ef mankind. 

“¢ The love of Christ was ex- 
ercised towards objects, which 
had nothing in them to attract 
love, but every thing to pro- 
voke hatred ; for his love to 
his people originally respected 
them, as rebellious sinners, 
creatures in ruins, ruined by 
their own guilt; creatures whe 
had stripped themselves of 
moral beauty, and become 
wholly unlke and contrary to 
their Maker, and consequently 
had no disposition to love the 
Lover, or, so much as to ac- 
cept of his free mercy.” —“The 
love of Christ stooped, in some 
respects, to the very depths of 
hell, into which sinners had 
fallen im the temper of their 
hearts, the desert of their 
crimes, and the sentence of a 
broken law.” , 

Speaking of sinners, who are 
given up to strong delusion, to 
believe a lie, he says; “ On 
the preaching of christianity, 
the evidence of the truth soon 
overpowered their assent; but 
the pure, selfdenying, spiritual 
nature and tendency of its doc- 
trines and precepts, being con- 
trary to all their dearest lusts 
and interests, soon produced 
in their hearts a secret dislike, 
and by degrees a direct open 
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hatred of those truths, as the 

eat enemies and disturbers 
of their idol lusts and pleasures. 
And this is an exact descrip- 
tion of thousands in every age. 
Their understanding is com- 
pelled to believe such and such 
doctrines to be true; but their 
wills and affections rise up with 
fury against them, as severe 
and disagreeable to their pre- 
vailing taste. They do not 
like the pure, humble, lowly, 
benevolent, forgiving spirit, 
which the gospel requires.— 
Hence they reject these rigid 
doctrines and laws, not because 
their understandings have no 
evidence of their truth and 
equity, but because their in- 
clinations are opposed to them. 
Thus the contrariety. of the 
things which the gospel reports 
tothe vitiated tempers of sin- 
ners makes them angry with the 
truth of the reports, and some- 
times with the very persons of 
those who report them.” * 

III. The character of Fesus 
Christ. 

-“ The love of Christ is un- 
changeable. It exists the same 


* It is well known that Doctor Tap. 
pan’s views of the character and works 
of unrenewed sinners differed, in some 
respects, from the views of many Cal- 
vinists. The controverted question 
chiefly respects the nature of means, 
and the outward, visible acts of obedience, 
which sinners perform. This question, 
which has an important relation to 
gospel preaching, and to experimental 
religion, was investigated with great 
labour and ability in the controv ersy 
between the Doctor and the Rev. Mr. 
Spring. Impartial and close examin- 
ation of what was written on both 
sides is earnestly recommended to all 
who wish to understand the subject 
clearly,and to judge according to truth. 


unvaried affection in his heart 
rom everlasting to everlasting. 
All these things, (that is, the 
sins of his people,) were per- 
fectly foreseen by him from 
eternity. If we view him in 
his divine nature, we at once 
behold infinite majesty and 
infinitely condescending love 
blending their glories in him, 
illustrating and commending 
each other. If we view him 
as man, &c.” making his char- 
acter to consist of godhead and 
humanity. 

“ The love of Christ is the 
love of an infinite, eternal Be- 
zng, and so has no conceivable 
limits either in degree, or du- 
ration.” 

“It was the pure benevolence 


of Christ, which gave existence 


to universal nature; for al 
things were made by him, and 
without him was not any thing 
made, that was made. He was 
as glorious and happy as he 
could be from everlasting ; 
happy in the enjoyment of his 
own perfection, and his Fath- 
er’s love. It was, therefore, 
from mere selfmoved goodness 
that he created all ranks of be- 
ings, and particularly angels 
and men.” 

“ The love of Christ is as 
high as the most High God 
himself ; for, it is the love of 
him, who is THE TRUE 
AnD SUPREME GOD.” 

In a discourse on the words 
of Thomas, my Lord and my 
God, he says; “ The words 
contain an ample and excellent 
confession of his: faith, that— 
Jesus is the Lord and God ; ; that 
absolute, supreme power and 











1805.] Sketches of the Life and Character of Professor Tappan. 189 


dominion belong to him; that 
he is not only by office ‘Lord 
and Christ, but by nature God. 
From the dignity of his media- 
torial character he infers and 
ascends to the dignity of his 
divine essence, which is presup- 
posed and required in every 
part of his office ; which office 
could not be discharged to any 
effectual and saving purpose, 
if he were not true God, as well 
as true man. Nor otherwise 
would the apostle have given 
him the title of God, nor would 
he have received it. For noth- 
ing could be more provoking 
to the great and jealous God, 
than to ascribe divinity toa 
creature. And therefore had 
Christ been a mere created Be- 
ing, he would have severely 
reproved Thomas, for address- 
ing him in this manner ; which 
he does not, but on the contra- 
ry, commends and blesses him 
for it. We hence deduce an 
irrefragable proof of the proper 
Godhead of our Lord Jesus.” 

In respect of personal beau- 
ty and amiableness, the chief 
objective ground of love, he 
says ; “ Christ infinitely sur- 
passes: the loveliest of crea- 
tures ; for all the glories of 
Deity are wrapt up in his won- 
derful person. All the beau- 
ties we behold and admire in 
the world are but faint traces, 
scanty emanations and inita- 
tions of the uwncreated Original. 
In short, the charms of Christ 
are infinite, immutable, eternal, 
without wane or diminution 
for ever.” 

One more passage on this 


sublime subject is subjoined. 


It is taken from the last ordi- 
nation sermon which the belov- 
ed Doctor preached. 

_« The hovers“ riches of 
Christ may denote his personal 
excellencies. Thus understood, 
they point us to the wonderful 
assemblage of divine and human 
perfections in that mysterious 
person, whose name is Imman- 
uel, who is the image and ef- 
fulgence of his Father’s glory, 
in whom dwells all the fulness 
of the Godhead, to whom the 
titles and attributes, the works 
and honours of divinity are as- 
cribed ; who yet was made. 
flesh and tabernacled among 
us. What treasures of ma- 
jesty and meekness, of dignity 
and condescension, of glory and 
humility, of justice and mercy, 
are united in his character !” 

IV. The atonement and jus- 
tification. 

* In the way of forgiveness 
and reconciliation the gospel 
has opened to us an astonish- 
ing and unparalleled scene of 
divine compassion and love ; 
and has assured us, that duce 
God could not consistently and 
honourably pardon such a race 
of rebels without a satisfaction 
first made to his injured law 
and justice, and since we could 
not make it ourselves ; he 
therefore sent his own eternal 
Son from heaven to make it for 
us ; who by assuming our na- 
ture and substituting himself in 
our stead, gave himself to death 
as a propitiatory sacrifice for 
our sins ; and that in virtue 


hereof we shall be assuredly 
pardoned and accepted upon 
our repentance, and faith in 
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Christ ; not for the sake of our 
faith, or repentance, or any oth- 
er work of ours, but on the ac- 
count of his merits and right- 
eousness.”” 

V. Predestination and dis- 
tinguishing grace. 

“ The love of Christ is a 
cistinguishing love. It distin- 
guishes those fallen human 
creatures, whom it finally saves, 
from sinning angels, and even 
from elect and happy angels. It 
also discriminates them from 
thousands of their own species, 
many of whom are less sinners 
than themselves, who are how- 
ever permitted to go on, and 
seal their own destruction.” — 
He declares that the foresight 
of the sins of his people “ did 
not prevent him from loving 
them, and determining their sal- 
vation.” 

These words of the Psalmist, 
Blessed is the man whom thou 
choosest, he thus paraphrases ; 
“Blessed is the man whom 
thou selectest by thy free and 
gracious choice, without any 
previous merit, contrivance, or 
endeavours of his own; whom 
thou distinguishest from others 
who are left to themselves.” 

Attempting to show that the 
government of God affords 
matter of joy and praise, he 
reasons thus ; “* God from eter- 
nity had a full view of all pos- 
sible plans ; and accordingly he 
then laid out the whole scheme 
and model of his future con- 
duct. Every wise workman, 
before he enters upon any work 
of importance, first forms in his 
mind an exact plan of what he 


intends to do; and when he 


has laid out his scheme, he 
steadily pursues and accom- 
plishes it, without varying in 
the least from the original 
model. Whatever God does 
in time was planned out in his 
own infinite mind from ever- 
lasting ; and on the other hand, 
whatever designs he formed 
from everlasting, he steadily 
pursues and accomplishes in 
time. God, having formed and 
settled his whole scheme of 
government, is now constantly 
carrying it into execution by 
his wise, holy, and powerful 
providence. ‘God has ahand, 
in some sense, In every event 
that takes place in all parts of 
his creation. There are no 
such things as accidents or Cas- 
ualties, or unforeseen and unex- 
pected changes with respect to 
God ; for he always has a full 
view of all events past, present, 
and to come, and they are all 
under his regulation and influ- 
ence. 

VI. The necessity of regen- 
eration. 

The following reflection fol- 
lows a discourse on self de- 
nial. ‘* We infer that no one 
can be a true disciple of Jesus 
Christ upon the principles of 
unrenewed nature. If christ- 
janity is so contrary to the 
reigning sentiments and incli- 
nations of fallen man; then 
it is absurd to suppose, that 
any person, without a change 
of heart, is prepared to embrace 
Jesus Christ and become his 
disciple. How can a man, 
whose prevailing temper is 
selfish, be truly disposed to de- 
ny himself ? How can a man, 
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who has a predominant love to 
sin, be at the same time heartily 
disposed todeny it? Inaword, 
how can a man act from princi- 
ples, which he has not? These 
hints are sufficient to show the 
necessity of a divine operation 
to implant in our souls a new, 
supernatural principle.” 

VIL. The belief of gospel doc- 
trines. 

“Would we remain steadfast 
in the true doctrines of the gos- 
pel, let us love them for their 
transcendent excellence and 
purity ; let us not only confess 
them with our mouths to be 
truths, but believe them with 
our hearts ; let us be cordially 
willing they should be true ; 
let us rejoice with the greatest 
complacency in the whole sys- 
tem of revealed truth. If our 
wills and affections do thus em- 
brace and cleave to the truth, 
our understandings will be pre- 
pared to see more and more of 
its reality and beauty.’ 

“ There may be some very 
plausible arguments brought a- 
gainst the truth ; but a truly 
pious heart would quickly solve 
all difficulties, and remove all 
objections. The weakest christ- 
ian, that has an upright, sancti- 
fied temper, can readily and 
certainly distinguish between 
the voice of Christ and his 
truth, and the voice of hirelings 
and hereticks, in every point 
that is essential to true religion. 
For he has a spiritual taste, 
which discerns, relishes, and 
feeds upon the vital, saving 
truths of christianity, and so 
has the witness in himself, that 
these doctrines are true and 


divine, and that every thing 
contrary to them is dangerous 
errour and delusion.” 

“ Whatever article of christ- 
ian faith has a plain and neces- 
sary connection with the great 
object of christianity, viz. the 
glory of God in the salvation 
of men, as exhibiting a neces- 
sary cause, condition, or means 
of it, is to be esteemed essential 
to christianity. For instance, 
those truths, which exhibit the 
free grace of God the Father, 
the mediation, infinite atone- 
ment, and justifying righteous- 
ness of God the Son in our na- 
ture, and the effectual influences 
of the Holy Spirit in bringing 
home to particular souls the 
grace of the one, and the re- 
demption of the other. These 
doctrines are eminently funda- 
mental objects of belief.” He 
asserts the same of the doc- 
trines, which exhibit the con- 
ditions, and the means of our 
salvation. 

In showing the unreasonable- 
ness of an unsettled temper in 
religious matters, he observes ; 
“ God has given us all needful 
helps to determine us ; the clear 
and bright sunshine of his word 
to inform us what is truth, duty, 
interest, and the grounds and 
evidences of each.” 

VIII. Practical and experi- 
mental views. 

‘“* Let every man consider 
seriously the transcendent evil 
of sin, which is no less than a 
direct affront to our infinite 
Creator and Governor, by vio- 
lating the law which he values, 
as a transcript of his own holy 
nature, and enforces by the 
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‘penalty of eternal death. Let 
us read the nature of sin in the 
dismal history of its effects and 
consequences. Let us first see 
the fall and ruin of a whole 
species effected by a single act 
of sin. See the deluge. See 
the only Son of God suffering 
and dying. To add a finish- 
ing picture of the malignity of 
sin; when we shall see the 
elements melting with fervent 
heat, and the heavens passing 
away with a great noise ; when 
we shall see the judgment set, 
the books opened, the irrever- 
sible sentence pronounced on 
the impenitent ; then we shall 
understand, that it was sin, that 
mace all these desolations, that 
kindled all these fires, and will 
still be kindling a much greater, 
even the fire of hell, which shali 
burn for ever. Consider, oh 
sinner, all these scenes of hor- 
ror; and know that there is 
unspeakably more -evil. in sin, 
than in all these.” 

“I grant that to love any ob- 
ject merely for the reward or 
happiness of loving, is not so 
properly to love, as to traffick, 
and flows not from pure affec- 
tion to the object, but from self- 
ish regard to our own interest. 
But on the other side, to love a 
worthless thing, to’ embracea 
cloud, or cling about.a bramble, 
in short, to place-our affection 
where we can expect nothing 
but disappointment and misery, 
is very absurd, phrensical, and 
ruinous.” 

The following rassage is 
quoted from a sermon, which 
he wrote just before his death. 

** As christianity is the relig- 


ion of sinners ; so a cordial re. 
ception of it must presuppose 
and powerfully cherish a hum- 
bling sense of personal guilt 
and depravity, and a disposition 
to ascribe the needed blessings 
of pardon, holiness, and eternal 
life to the infinite mercy of God 
operating through the perfect 
atonement of his Son. Ac- 
cordingly the habitual views 
and exercises of every real 
christian harmonize with the 
prayer of the publican, God be 
merciful to mea sinner ; with 
the acknowledgment of our a- 
postle, by the grace of Ged Iam 
what Iam; and with the song. 
of the heavenly hosts, salvation 
ta our God, who sitteth on the 
throne, and to the Lamb. Whore 
ever cordially repents of sin 
and embraces the gospel, will 

readily unite with our apostle in 
esteeming himself less than the 
Jeast of all saints, and in ascrib- 


ing all his privileges and hopes 


to the riches of divine mercv.”’ 


‘* The reason of things, as 
well as the arrangement of the 
Lord’s prayer, instructs us to 
ask our daily bread, or needed 
external good, not merely as an 
instrument of animal, much less 
of sinful gratification, but as 
requisite or conducive to our 
serving the purposes of his 
kingdom ; yea, to beg the for- 
giveness of our sins, and delivs 
erance from temptation and all 
evil, not barely for se/fish ends, 
but that God’s honour and kings 
dom may be promoted by our 
pardon, sanctification, and final 
happiness, and by our corres- 
pondent, everlasting returns of 
service and praise.” 
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These quotations may serve 
as a spec imenof the Professor’s 
sentiments on doctrinal and 
practical subjects. We rejoice 
to find that a divine so univer- 
sallv beloved, and so highly 
celebrated by all descriptions 
of men for his candour, know- 
ledge, and piety, harmonized 
in sentiment with the fathers of 
New England, with the fram- 
ers of the excellent catechism, 
and with the host of worthies, 
who have blessed the church of 
God in different ages. 

ereerv a 


From the Christian Observer. 


THE annexed Memoir of that 


eminently pious woman, Mrs. 
SAVAGE, is extracted chiefly 
from her Diary, and though in 
an imperfect state, I transmit 
it to you, that you may judge 
whether its probable utility 
gives it any claim to insertion 
in the Christian Observer. The 
well known character of both 
her father and brother (Philip 
and Matthew Henry) may ren- 
der it interesting to your read- 
crs. Yours, 
| E.P. 
A‘SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE 

OF MRS. SAVAGE, ELDEST 

DAUGHTER OF THE REV. 

PHILIP HENRY, OF BROAD- 

OAK, IN FLINTSHIRE. 

Tuis excellent woman was 
born August 7th, 1664. At 
the early age of sever years 
she could readily construe a 
psalm in the Hebrew Bible. 
‘The disposition which she man- 
ifested to engage in the pursuit 
of Hebrew literature, induced 
her father to compile an En 
lish grammar for her use. He 
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Biographical Account of Mrs. Savage. 
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also taught her to write, and at 
ten years old she used to write 
the sermons which he preached 
with tolerable exactness. She 
mentions in her Diary, that she 
afterwards read these sermons’ 
with great comfort and edifi- 
cation at the distant period of 
sixty years. She was remark- 
ably happy in her natural tem- 
per, which was cheerful, easy, 
and affectionate. She was pi- 
ously disposed even from her 
childhood, and very sensible of 
the religious advantages which: 
she enjoyed in the instructions 
and example of het excellent 
parents ; and she was careful 
to profit by them. She conti- 
nued to write down the ser- 
mons of the ministers whom 
she attended, even to old age ; 
and she was in the habit of care- 
fully reading over what she had 
written, endeavouring to fix on 
her memory such particulars as 
related to practice, and fre- 
quently praying over them in 
her closet. 

In her fifteenth vear she par- 
took, for the first time, of the 
Lord’s Supper, and on that oc- 
casion she devoted herself to 
God with a sincerity and so- 
lemnity which proved a source 
of satisfaction to her in after 
life. She was accustomed to 
take an. exact account of her 
frame and temper, whenever 
she joined in that ordinance, a 
circumstance which fully evine- 
ed the high value ond esteem 
she entertained for it. 

At the age of twenty three 
she was married to Mr. John 
Savage, of Wrenbury Wood, in 
the county’of Salop. In this 
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relation it was her uniform de- 
sire and endeavourto discharge 
its peculiar duties as well as to 
adorn, in all thirfgs, the doct- 
rine of God her Saviour. She 
and her husband made it their 
constant practice to pray with 
each other morning and even- 


ing, beside engaging in family 


and private devotion. Provi- 
dence continued them long to- 
gether, no less than forty years, 
blessings to each other and to 
all around them, so faras their 
influence and ability extended. 

Mrs. Savage was the moth- 
er of nine children, many of 
whom died in their infancy : 
four daughters survived her, 
who rose up to call her blessed. 
She was remarkable for her 
care and tenderness toward 
her children in their infancy, 
but still more for the concern 
which she manifested for their 
souls as they grew up and be- 
came capable of receiving in- 
struction. Not only was acon- 
siderable part of the sabbath 
evenings devoted to the im- 
portant duty of instructing 
them, but it was her daily en- 
deavour, both by precept and 
example, to train them in the 
way wherein they ought to go. 
She had a happy method of 
rendering religion interesting 
to young people, by encourag- 
ing them to ask questions and 
to converse freely on the sub- 
ject; and she was careful not 
to represent it in a forbidding 
light by any thing harsh or se- 
vere in her manners or temper : 
and to these means of improv- 
ing their minds she daily added 
the most affecyonate prayers 


Biographical Account of Mrs. Savage. 





[Oct. 


both with them and for them. 
Many instances might be ad- 
duced of her pious care over 
them, both in the serious ad- 
vice which she gave them, 
and in the letters which she 
wrote to them when abroad. 
Whenever she saw it needful 
to give them reproof it was al- 
ways done in a manner which 
shewed that she had nothing 
in view but their real welfare. 

Mrs. Savage had much 
pleasure in the company and 
converse of her friends, and 
particularly of pious ministers; 
but her chief delight was in her 
closet : she was constant in her 
retirements morning and even- 
ing, and in the latter part of 
her life at noon also; in read- 
ing the Scriptures; singing a 
psalm or hymn and praying ; 
and though these exercises 
were so frequent and fervent, 
yet she suffered them not to in- 
terfere with her domestic du- 
ties. She had recourse also to 
the duty of prayer upon any 
remarkable tidings, or occur- 
rence, either merciful or afflict- 
ive, usually retiring to her 
closet on such occasions, to 
pour out her heart before God: 
and in her old age she was still 
more abundant in this duty. 
If left alone at her work she 
was often found by her family 
on their return in a praying 
posture. Her first words when 
she awoke in the morning con- 
sisted generally of some peti- 
tion or ejaculation, and in the 
same manner did she close the 
day. Her love to the word of 
God was no less remarkable 


than her spirit of prayer. She 
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might truly be said “to medi- 
tate therein day and night.” 
She had treasured in her 
memory psalms, hymns, and 
catechisms which she could re- 
peat to herself with pleasure 
and profit during the waking 
hours of night ; and by frequent 
reading of the book of Psalms, 
she had learned the greatest 
art of them by heart. In some 
of the last years of her life, she 
usually kept her Bible within 
her reach while she was at 
work, that she might readily 
turn to such texts as were the 
subjects of her thoughts and 
meditations. She also delight- 
ed much in reading books of 
practical divinity, as “Bennett? 5 
Christian Oratory , Rowe’s De- 
vout Exercises, Watts’s Ser- 
mons, and Baxter’s Saint’s 
Rest; butespecially her father’s 
Expositions of Scripture, with 
the reading of which she usu- 
ally began theday. Biograph- 
ical accounts of eminently pi- 
ous persons were likewise a 
favourite study with her: from 
these it was her practice to 
make extracts for the use of 
herself and her family. Not- 
withstanding the variety of 
those occupations which have 
been already mentioned, she 
was remarkably diligent in 
business, carefully redeeming 
the time,so that those who lived 
the longest with her think she 
was scarcely chargeable with 
the loss of an hour. . The 
pleasure with which she gave 
alms, or did any kind offices to 
the poor or afflicted, is not to 
be described. She willingly 
employed herself in making 


garments for them, and she 


always gratefully acknowledg- _ 


ed the goodness of God in giv. 
ing her ability to supply - their 
wants. She was observed to 
be most cheerful on those days 
in which she had most calls 
upon her charity. . 

The submission to the will 
of God manifested by this lady 
on the death of her only son, 
was extraordinary, and satis« 
factorily evinced the excellency 
and reality of her religious: 
principles. She heneteed on 
that melancholy occasion, ma- 
ny consolatory letters from her 
friends, particularly one from 
the Rey. Mr. Finch, of War- 
wick; a part of her answer to 
that gentleman is as follows: 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

“T esteem it a high favour 
that you should take so much 
time from your weighty em- 
ployments to write to me: and 
for all your kind expressions of 
tender sympathy ; it is ade- 
monstration that you are qual- 
ified (as every minister should 
be) to bind up broken hearts, 
and to speak a word in season 
to them that need it. It has 
pleased our heavenly Father,in 
wisdom to chastise us, by tak- 
ing away the desire of our eyes 
with a stroke ; yet I desire to 
justify him in all his dealings. 
From his good hand nothing 
can come amiss. I was ready 
to say this same shall comfort 
us, and that he would be serv- 
ing God on earth, when we 
are silent in the dust ; but in- 
finite wisdom hath ordered 
otherwise, and shall human 


folly dispute? Our wise and 
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tender physician knows what is 
best for us. We were too easy, 
too happy, ready to think 
our mountain stood strong; 
but, alas! we were soon con- 
vinced of the contrary. I would 
now make it my greatest care 
to improve the providence. To 
lose such a dear child, and not 
be benefited by the affliction, 
would double the loss. You 
well apply the words of David, 
‘I shall go to him, &c.’ not on- 
ly to him to the grave, but to 
him in heaven, to be joined to 
that blessed choir of which he 
spoke a few hours before his 
death. Though we are much 
at a loss as tothe particular 
meaning of this providence, 
yet in general we are sure i¢ zs 
well, I have now one less tie 
to draw me downward, and 
shall have so much less care in 
my dying moments. 
SARAH SAVAGE.” 

Wrenbury Wood, March, 1720. 

Mrs. Savage died, F ebruary 
27, 1752,ina good old age : 
her death was sudden: she 
dropt mortality without being 
herself sensible of the change, 
till she found herself amongst 
the blessed spirits of just men 
made perfect in the world of 
light ; the world to which she 
was allied ; being already form- 
ed by a perseverance in holi- 
ness, to the temper and dispo- 
sition of it. She had lived a 
holy cheerful life ; she had 
made religion her business, her 
early choice; and she was an 
ornament to her profession 
through all the different scenes 
and periods of life. Useful, 


beloved, meek, humble, and 
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charitable while on earth; she 
isnow to receive the reward 
of the inheritance, which is in- 
corruptible, and undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away,reserved 
in heaven for them who are 
kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation. 


vette: 
For the Panopiist, 
ON THE NATURE, USES, AND 
EFFECTS OF PRAYER. 
Na. 1. 

PRAYER is a leading part 
of that worship, which we ren. 
der to God. It ever implies 
cordial belief in his moral per- 
fections, trust in his goodness, 
and a fall persuasion, that he 
will hear and answer us ina 
way consonant to the designs 
of his moral goyernment. 

The only object of prayer is 
the supreme God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Tohim only 
are we permitted to offer up 
our religious supplications and 
thanksgivings. 

To understand the true na- 
ture of prayer, we must well 
consider what dispositions 
and exercises of heart are 
reguisite for the right perform- 
ance of it. St. James assures 
us, that the effectual, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avail- 
eth much. ‘This passage desig- 
nates the moral character of 
him, who prays. with accept- 


ance. His heart is right with 
God. He is sanctified by the 
Spirit. His affections are con- 


formed to the divine will. He 
has a portion in the temper, 
and. righteousness of Christ, 
and is justified in him. A per- 
son thus sanctified in the spir- 
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it of his mind, and justified 
through Christ, does truly 
come to God. His prayers 
are effectual, and avail much. 

As there is but one God, 
the sole object of prayer ; so 
there is but one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus. He is the door, 
the instituted channel of access 
to the Father, and the only 
name given among men, 
through which we can obtain 
audience and acceptance with 
God. It is the divine injunc- 
tion, that all prayers, supplica- 
tions, and thanksgivings be of- 
fered unto God in his name. 
Him the Father heareth ; and 
he will hear no one, who pre- 
sumes to approach him in any 
other name. When, therefore, 
we come to God in prayer, we 
must come expressly in the 
name of Christ. 

Prayer to God must be sin- 
cere. God desireth the heart, 
and looketh on the heart.— 
The matter of our prayer must 
be holy affections and desires. 
We must express to God the 
sincere emotions of our souls. 
The language of the real sup- 
pliant is ; Hear the right, ch 
Lord, attend untae my cry ;— 
give ear unto my prayer, that 
goeth not out of feigned lips. 

Our prayer must be fervent. 
Sluggish prayers, heedless of- 
ferings will never gain the ear 
and approbation of him, who 
demands the whole strength 
and vigour of our souls. By 
our pious fervour we must 
prove, that we love and adore 
God, and entirely confide in 
his power and faithfulness. 


The true suppliantis not on- 
ly sincere and fervent, but con- 
stant and persevering in his ad- 
dresses to God. He is not 
unequal in his devotions, now 
abounding much in them, and 
presently remiss and negligent, 
To be heard and accepted, we 
must pray daily, pray always ; 
that is, always maintain a ‘sup- 
pliant frame of mind, that up- 
on every occasion we may 
breathe out some sincere and 
humble petition to God.— 
Prayer is the breath of a christ- 
ian. Without prayer his spir- 
itual powers would be impair- 
ed, his graces languish, and his 
comforts die. By prayer he 
maintains nearness to God, and 
happy communion with his 
blessed Redeemer. Can you 
say, that a human body whose 
blood does not flow, whose 
pulse beats not, whose respira- 
tion has ceased, is in an ani- 
mated, healthful state ? As 
well may you call that mana 
child of God, and a disciple of 
Jesus, who restrains prayer and 
ceases to call on the name of 
the Lord. 

Our prayers must be offered 
up in faith, and accompanied 
with repentance. Without 
faith our prayers do not arise 
from any good motive ; our 
petitions have no proper foun- 
dation on which to rest. He, 
who cometh to God, must believe 
that he is, and that he is the re- 
warder of them, who diligently 
seek him. UE we would be 
heard and obtain the matter of 
our requests, we must pray in 
faith, nothing wavering. 

To our faith in Christ must 
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be added humbling views of 
ourselves, as unworthy, help- 
less, miserable sinners, without 
the least claim to béheard onthe 
ground of personal merit. The 
proper manner of coming to 
God is pointed out in the prayer 
of the publican, who stood afar 
off, smote upon his breast, and 
cried, God be merciful to me a 
sinner. ‘They who draw near 
to God, realizing his moral 
purity and excellence, cannot 
fail to abhor themselves and 
repent in dust andashes. Such 
contrite suppliants will retire 
to their houses justified much 
rather, than those self opinion- 
ed worshippers, who think 
their faults few, their sins ex- 
cusable, and their character 
good ; who charge their trans- 
gressions, which they consider 
as small, to the heedlessness of 
prejudice, or the impulse of 
some prevailing appetite, plant- 
ed in nature, and not very of- 
fensive to God. 

They who make up an ac- 
count of their liberalities, their 
attendance on religious ordi- 
nances, their hearing of ser- 
mons, and the decency of their 
manners, and come with these 
to the temple of God, urging 
them as an argument, why they 
should be accepted in their de- 
votions, will find that God 
loathes their oblations, that 
they are as smoke in his nos- 
trils. They may go to their 
houses self acquitted, and self 
approved ; but in the issue 
they will find, that God turned 
away his ear from hearing their 
request. He will not be in- 
sulted with the proud claims of 
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those, who come to him, not to 
condemn themselves and mag. 
nify his grace ; but haughtily 
to demand his approbation, 
saying, God be thanked I am not 
as other men. 

Wemustoffer up our prayers 
unto God by the aids of his 
Holy Spirit. Never shall we 
pray aright, before we have the 
teachings of God. Without 
his Spirit we can do nothing, 
To the Spirit we must look to 
give us a prayerful frame -of 
mind, and to assist our infirmi- 
ties. Without his influence We 
shall gain no nearness to God, 
no hearing at the court of heav. 
en, no divine consolation, no 
answer of peace. ‘Then the 
good man prays successfully, 
when he prays according to the 
pattern of primitive saints, 
mentioned by the apostle; The 
Spirit also helpeth our infirmi- 
ties ; for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought ; 
but the Spirit hemself maketh ins 
tercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. And 
he, that searcheth the hearts, 
knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketh inter- 
cession for them according to 
the will of God. 

We ought to consider not 
only the manner, in which we 
should approach God in prayer, 
but also the things for which 
we should pray. 

In general, we should pray 
for the accomplishment of 
those events, by which the 
name of God will be magnified 
and made most glorious in the 
view of rational beings ; by 


which his sovereign authority 
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will be established through the 
universe, and his laws obtain 
the cheerful obedience of men 
and angels) The glory of 
God’s name, the establishment 
of his dominion over his crea- 
tures, and their willing subjec- 
tion to his laws, are the limita- 
tions which are prescribed to 
allour prayers. With respect 
to every object of desire, we 
must say unto God, thy will be 
done. 

God has taught us to pray with 
fervency for all the blessings 
of the covenant of grace. For 
sanctification, for the aids of 
the Spirit, for a disposition to 
serve God here, and a due 
preparation to enjoy him forev- 
er we may always, with hum- 
ble confidence, offer up our pe- 
titions to our heavenly Father 
in the name of Christ. 

We may pray for common, 
temporal blessings, so far as 
they shall subserve the honor of 
God, and our everlasting hap- 
piness. As it is uncertain to 
us, how far the blessings of the 
life which now is will promote 
the divine glory, the purity of 
our hearts, and our preparation 
for a better world ; we should 
pray absolutely for no earthly 
good. But as many of the 
things of this life are good in 
themselves, and as we have 
reason to believe, that they 
will subserve spiritual purpo- 
ses, and help forward the king- 
dom of God’s grace in the 
world ; they are to be viewed 
as proper subjects of prayer. 
We may ask with submission 
for health, food, and raiment ; 
for the continuance of life, with 
its common connexions and en- 


joyments. We may pray for 


these things with peculiar fer- 
vour, when we are conscious of 
a disposition to use them a- 
right, and find that we have 
derived spiritual advantage 
from them. It is innocent to 
desire health, and other tempo- 
ral favours ; and it is suitable 
to ask for them under this re- 
striction, that they may be 
sanctified to our good, and be 
withholden, when deprivation 
and affliction shall be more ben- 
eficial to us, or to others. We 
are to pray for the removal of 
those judgments, by which the 
bounties of providence are pre- 
vented ; for the absence of pes- 
tilent diseases ; for the contin- 
uance of public peace, or the 
termination of war. In all sea- 
sons of outward distress, it is 
our duty to pray importu- 
nately, that when God’s judg- 
ments are abroad in the earth, 
the nations may learn right- 
eousness ; that a door of de- 
liverance and salvation may be 
opened for them, and the re- 
turn of God’s favor be hastened. 
A time of affliction is peculiar- 
lyatime of prayer. Seasons 
of spiritual declension and a- 
bounding iniquity, especially, 
require that they, who have an 
interest at the throne of grace, 
be incessant in their supplica- 
tions to God, that he would 
pour out his Spirit, and send 
forth a refreshing from his 
presence ; that religion may 
revive ; that Zion may put on 
her beautiful garments, and all 
her children awake to right- 
eousness. 
ASAPH. 
(To be continued. ) 
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For the Panopilist. 

ON EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION, 

Frew are so ignorant of the 
nature of religion, as not to 
know that it includes something 
more than orthodoxy in specu- 
lation, and correctness of ex- 
ternal conduct. These may 
exist, and the Aeart be yet the 
seat of infidelity, and ‘unsub- 
dued corruption. Real religion 
implies an alter ation of the 
fractical judgment, and of the 
habitual,gov erning dispositions 
of the soul; an alteration ef- 
fected, not by the efforts of 
nature, or the power of moral 
suasion, but by the energy of 
divine grace. Thischange orig- 
mates a correspondent mode 
of living. Its subject, inspir- 
ed with new sensibilities, de- 
sires, aversions, hopes, and 
fears, will of course give a new 
reception and treatment tothe 
great objects of religion and 
eternity. Reverential love, 
gratitude, and submission to 
the blessed God ; humble trust 
in the merits and intercession 
of the divine Redeemer ; im- 
plicit reliance on the teachings 
and guidance of the Hoiv Spirit; 
ardent devotion to the divine 
service and honour ; these will 
now be_ his principles and 
springs of action. With these 
will naturally be connected a 
realizing impression of the om- 
nipresence of Deity, a joyful 
sense of his pardoning love, 
mingled with a heart breaking 
sorrow for remaining sin, and 
an habitual, painful, resolute 
conflict with indwelling cor- 
ruption. Such are the senst- 
bilities and exercises to which 


many serious christians and 
approved divines have given 
the name of experimental re- 
ligion. 

This explanation may to some 
appear unnecessarily fotmal ; 
but on subjects which have 
been grossly misunderstood, 
and misrepresented, it is need- 
ful to speak intelligibly, and 
with precision. It is a fact, 
though a melancholy one, that 
the very name of experimental 
religion i is with manv a topic 
of reproach and ridicule. Nor 

can the most liberal charity 
suppose that it is the name 
alone which offends them. 
They’ profess indeed to be 
friends to religion. But: the 
religion they befriend, is a spir- 
itless, uninteresting thing ; 
scarce reaching the mind ; 
best, dwelling on its surface ; 
exciting no emotion ; subduing 
no cotruption ; implying’ no 
conflict, and imparting no pleas- 
ure. It consists with a heart 
still estranged from God, un- 
divorced from sin, and idoliz- 
ing the world. In short it is 
an appearance unsupported by 
reality ; a form, regular per- 
haps, and fair; but without 
life. 

If there be any truth or mean- 
ing inthe word of God, a re- 
ligion of this heartless, super- 
ficial sort, bears not the remot- 
est affinity to that which he ac- 
cepts. Let it be but a moment 
assayed by this infallible stand- 
ard, and it shrinks into its nat- 
ural worthlessness and insig- 
nificance. 

Does the scripture speak of 
that change of character which 
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lays the foundation of all true 
religion in fallen and depraved 
creatures? It stiles it a new 
creation, a new birth, a passing 


from death to life, a turning of 
the heart of stone to a heart of 


flesh. Does it speak of faith 
in the Redeemer ? It describes 
it as a fleeing to him for refuge, 
and having him formed in the 
heart: expressions obviously 
implying a most anxious, ve- 
hement, and affectionate appli- 
cation of the soul to him ? Does 
it speak of repentance for sin? 
It compares it with the deep 
felt and heart breaking sorrow 
of an affectionate parent at the 
death of a first born and only 
‘child. Would it instruct us 
into the nature and degree of 
true love to God? It describes 
it as aloving him with all the 
heart, and soul, and mind and 
strength. Would it set before 
us that fear of the great Jeho- 
vah, which his children feel ? 
It speaks of it as penetrating 
to the very centre of their souls, 
and even causing their flesh to 
tremble in the anticipation of his 
righteous judgments. Would 
it exhibit their des7res after the 
manifestations of the divine 
love? They are said to long 
for God, as the heart panteth af- 
ter the water brooks. Do they 
pray They pour out, not 
words only, but their very 
hearts to their Father in heav- 
en. Do they resist corrupt in- 


clinations? This is represented 
as a crucifying of the fiesh, with 
its affections and lusts ; a cut- 
ting off of right hands, and a 
plucking out of r ight eyes. Their 
spiritual course is described as 


Cec 
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a race, a warfare, a painful un- 
interrupted opposition to the 
most formidable obstacles, and 
the most malignant foes. It 
represents them as living a hid- 
den life ; as having troubles and 
comiorts, pains and pleasures, 
difficulties and aids, wholly un- 
intelligible to worldly men. It 
describes them as walking with 
God, as hawing their conversa- 
tion in heaven, and their com- 
munion with the Father and the 
Son. Let any one candidly 
compare these scriptural delin- 
eations of the nature and ex- 
ercises of true religion, with 
the formality, listlessness and 
indolence of thousands of nom- 
inal christians, and the contrast 
will be seen at once. 

It is true, there are men 
who consider all those strong 
expressions on the subject, of 
which the scripture is so full, 
as mere figures of speech: as 
poetical flights, not designed to 
be construed in a literal sense, 
nor to communicate any thing 
more than general ideas. But 
suggestions of this kind, so far 
as they are admitted, plunge 
us at once into endless difficul- 
ties. Do they not even im- 
peach the wisdom and mercy 
of God, by virtually represent- 
ing his word as calculated, 
from beginning to end, rather 
to perplex and mislead than to 
instruct us? and this in a case 
of everlasting moment; acase, 
in which, of course, we should 
expect the most explicit in- 
formation which words can 
convey. And is it not just as 
rational to content ourselves 
with the hope of a metaphorical 
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pardon, and a metaphorical 
heaven, as with a metaphorical 
repentance and self denial ? 
Indeed, such constructions of 
scripture are, in every view, 
unantharined: and absurd. In 
human writings, it is common 
enough to find feeble ideas 
clothed in energetic expres- 
sions; and a sort of meretri- 
cious dignity imparted to an 
insignificant subject, by apomp- 
ous and splendid phraseology : 

ut in this respect, @s in a 


thousand others, the book of 


God is the exact reverse of 
every thing human. It gives 
us the loftiest and most forci- 
ble ideas, in the simplest words. 
it generally means something 
far greater than the language 
of mortals is competent to €xX- 
Iress. 

It is worthy of particular 
observation, that there is no 
temper stigmatized in scrip- 
ture with stronger marks of 
divine detestation, than indif- 
ference and formality. It has, 
if the expression may be per- 
mitted, the whole artillery of 
heaven levelled against it. 

The Laodicean church is 
represented as neither cold nor 
hot, but lukewarm. Its mem- 
bers were not openly vicious. 
They kept up the profession, 
and the formalities of religion. 
Nothing was w anting, but the 
fervour of love and devotion. 
What then? Let the reader 
turn to the third chapter of the 
Revelation, and the sixteenth 
verse, and he will find such 
denunciations of divine dis- 
pleasure at these professors, 
as the fastidious delicacy of 


modern terms will scarcely 
permit to be repeated. In 
the prophecy of Jeremiah, we 
find the covenant people of 
God charged as having commit- 
ted two evils: that is they had 


forsaken Hm the fountain of 


living waters, and hewed them 
out broken cisterns, which could 
hold no water. ‘Their crime 
was, that they sought comfort 
and happiness in creatures, to 
the neglect of the Creator. 
Yet in what terms is this charge 
(a charge applicable to thous- 
ands, who think it but a trivial 
affair) introduced? Be aston- 
ished, O ye heavens, at this, and 
be horribly afraid: be ye very 
desolate, saith the Lord. 

But, it will be asked, is not 
religion a rational thing? We 
reply, without hesitation, ves ; 
infinitely rational. And since 
there are multitudes who seem 
to take it for granted that, in 
this case, reason and apathy are 
synonimous terms, we will 
pause a moment on this very 
point. 

All who think seriously must 
allow, that if religion be any 
thing, it is every thing. Its 
intrinsick magnitude and im- 
portance, the intimate concern 
which creatures, dying yet im- 
mortal, have in it, give it the 
strongest claims on our most 
ardent and engaged attention. 
It embraces every thing which 
is calculated to penetrate our 
inmost souls ; to awaken and 
employ our hopes, our fears, 
every passion, every active en- 
ergy. Io pursue it with indo- 
lence and unconcern, is folly 
and perverseness in the ex- 
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treme. ‘Toregard its all inter- 
esting objects with indifference, 
is, in fact, the wildest delirium 
of the baisenson mind. All this 
must appear evident and unde- 
niable, even to a considerate 
heathen. Butthe gospel has 
clothed religion with new so- 
lemnity, and with new attrac- 
tions. By revealing Derry in 
all the lustre and harmony of 
his perfections ; by setting be- 
fore us a PARDONING Gop, and 
abyiInG REDEEMER, it claims, 
it demands, the strongest and 
the tenderest sensibilities of 
our hearts. Ah, what must 
our hearts be made of, which 
can resist and defeat such 
claims? We can feel the at- 
tractions of the faint shadows 
ofexcellence, which we perceive 
in creatures ; and shall we be 
cold and indifferent to the 
transcendent loveliness of the 
adorable Creator ? The kind- 
ness of a human friend or ben- 
efactor goes to our hearts, and 
excites the tenderest sensibili- 


ties: and can we remain un-' 


penetrated, unmelted, by the 
infinite, unwearied, forfeited 
soodness of our God and Sav- 
iour ? Ingratitude to man is 
universally detested. No col- 
ours are thought too flagrant 
to exhibit its baseness. And 
does ingratitude become inno- 
cent ; shall it cease to excite 
a blush, because exercised to- 
wards an infinite Benefactor ? 


However such inconsistencies 
as these are countenanced by 
general practice, it is to be 
hoped there are few indeed, 
capable of defe ‘nding it in the. 
Ory. 


To a reflecting mind, 
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nothing can appear more ab- 
surd than that cool, unimpas- 
sioned sort of religion,which is 
so often dignified with the ep- 
ithet of rational. 

Other considerations per- 
tain to the subject, which shall 
be suggested in a future num- 
ber. y 

— €D a 
For the Panoplist. 
‘WELL DONE THOU GOOD AND 
FAITHFUL SERVANT.” 

Wuart welcome language to 
the Patt christian ! Con- 
SCiOUS imperfection, and 
feeling no rin through his own 
merits to the divine favour, 
how transporting to him, to be 
met upon the confines of the 
eternal world, when his _pil- 
grimage on earth is closed, 
with that sentence of approba- 
tion—"* Well done, good and 
faithful servant,”—uttered too 
from the lips ‘ol him, whose 
is irreversible. If 
language fails in describing 
this exalted, this sublime pleas- 
ure, surely it is an object now 
to ascertain, whether we possess 
those marks, which prove us 
faithful to our Lord. Itisa 
question, that we may putto our- 
selves in every walk and circum- 
stance of life, ** Am I a faith- 
ful servant??? Do I use the 
talents, withy which I am en- 
trusted, for Sie glory of him, 
who is their rightful proprie- 
tor ; and with reference to 
that solemn day, in which he 
will demand my account of 
them ? What man on earth is 
not interested in this trying 
question? Who, that possesses 
not some talent from the beun- 
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tiful God, which he may im- 
prove for his own or neigh- 
bour’s good, and for the glory 
of the Giver ? 

Our master is not a hardone. 
He does not expect to reap 
where he has not sown ; but 
surely it is reasonable that, if 
he has sowed plenteously, he 
should expect to reap plente- 
ously. 

The man who has much, 
should ask of God a heart to 
devise liberal things, and a 
hand to scatter wide his boun- 
ty. His language should be, 
my wealth is not my own; let 
ine therefore seek wisdom to dis- 
tribute it from him who placed, 
and preserves it in my power. 

The man of LEARNING and 
GENIuvs will lift an inquiring 
eye to the “ Father of lights,” 
and submit to divine inspection 
the fruits of his labour, before 
he offers them to the world. 
He willask ; Is thzs the true 
use of my mental faculties ? 


will this be for the honour of 


him, whose “ inspiration gave 


me understanding ?” 

The pivine will ask his 
heart before every action, Is 
this consonant with my high 
and holy vocation ? Is this be- 
coming the character of one, 
who has taken upon himself the 
‘* trust of a shepherd of souls?” 

The puHysicran will ask, 
that his talents may not only be 
exercised for the temporal, but 
for the spiritual good of his 
friends. He will wish, above 
all things, to heal the disorders 
of his own soul. He will ask 
that he may be confirmed in 
the principles o! of religion by ob- 


serving the wonderful powers 
and organization of that sys. 
tem, which he is called to re. 
lieve and invigorate. He will 
desire to look through the ma- 
terial body to the spirit, which 
animates it. He will inquire 
the cause of its manifold dis- 
orders, and finding ‘* death” to 
be ‘* the wages of sin,” he will 
then be imperceptibly drawn 
to look and to fly unto jesus, 
the conqueror of death, and 
despoiler of the grave. See- 
ing much of the infirmities of 
the body, and the consequent 
unhappiness of the present life, 
he will naturally extend his 
thoughts beyond it, and con- 
template with joy and delight 
that unmixed state of felicity 
above, where sin and death 
have no place ; where the in- 
habitant shall not say, ‘* I am 
sick ; and where tears shall 
cease for ever. 

The MercHantT, though en- 
gaged in the active pursuits of 
business, yet, feeling that the 
gain of the whole world would 
be a miserable recompence for 
the loss of his soul, ponders 
upon his plans of profit, and 
asks ifthey trespass not upon his 
neighbours’ rights, if they inter- 
fere not with the demands of 
religion, if they rob him not of 
an unreasonable portion of his 
time, or do not engross too 
much of his attention, and fi- 

nally, if he can retain his char- 
acter of a “ faithful servant” 
of his Lord. If his conscience 

cannot promptly satisfy him im 
these inquiries, his determina- 
tion is fixed, to relinquish his 
cesigns. His ambition is to 
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lead a useful life, to exhibit a 
fair and bright example of a 
man, engaged in active, exten- 
sive business, still having his 
first, best thoughts on HIM, 
who made and preserves him ; 
by whose smile he prospers ; 
and on whose blessing he de- 
pends ; conseécrating to him 
his earnings, and resigning 
himself to his disposal, anxious 
only to secure the “ pearl of 
great price,” the favour of his 
God. 

The poor mAN, with his 
small talent of worldly wisdom, 
and still smaller of earthly 
goods, convinced that riches 
are denied him in mercy, that 
the sources of his disappoint- 
ment and temptation may not 
be multiplied, cheerfully ac- 
commodates his mind to his 
condition. He has learned that 


** Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long.” 


What powers of mind he pos- 
sesses, he improves for the ed- 
ification and comfort of his 
companions in poverty ; he 
points to the rich “ inheritance 
of the saints in light,” and di- 
rects and urges their attention 
to secure a title to that untad- 
ing, imperishable treasure. He 
administers, if not to the bodi- 
ly wants of his neighbours, yet 
to their spiritual necessities. 
He endeavours in the chamber 
of sickness, and in the hour of 
dissolution, to approve himself 
faithful to his Lord, by point- 
ing to the Lamb of Ged, who 
taketh away the sin of the 
world ; and entreating all about 
him to lay hold, while it is yet 
offered, on the hope of that 
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glorious Gospel, which is all 
that can afford rational happi- 
ness in life, fortitude, peace, 
and comfort in death. 

Instead of speculating upon 
doubtful and difficult questions, 
which usually perplex, darken, 
and confound the mind, rarely 
impressing it with seriousness, 
or leading to practical godli- 
ness ; instead of curiously in- 
quiring, “ Are there few that 
be saved,’ we should all fll 
with usefulness and dignity the 
several stations assigned us, 
“striving to enter in at the strait 
gate,’we should find in the is- 
sue a favorable answer to our 
question, in the multitudes 
which, by this conduct, would 
attain the “‘ crown of glory,” 
the reward of faithfulness. 

We are all hastening to one 
common end. On this side 
and the other the young, the 
gay, the vigorous, and the a- 
ged, are crumbling into dust. 
How often do we witness their 
departure, follow them to the 
narrow, humble habitation of 
the grave, and enter again up- 
on the business and the vani- 
ties of life, seldom realizing 
for one single moment, that we 
also must soon occupy the 
same mansion. Would it not 
be wise to make DEATH a 
friend ? 

Our blessed Lord, just be- 
fore he uttered the parable, 
which gave rise to our motto, 
left, in one word, to all his fol- 
lowers, this most useful, import- 
ant, solemn lesson, “ watTcH.” 
The faithful servant, attentive 
to this injunction, will never 
fear the coming of his master ; 
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his talent has not been conceal- 
ed knowing the goodness of his 
Lord,he hae used it in depend- 
ence upon his blessing. To 
account for it, he is always rea- 
dy, and as he habitually acts 
Ww ith reference to the day of 
reckoning, it can never arrest 
him unprepared. Be this our 
posture. Be this the present, 
constant concern of our minds, 
to be found vigilant and raITH- 


FUL, waiting for the coming of 


our Lorp. X. 
oustiies 
For the Panoplist. 
CONTEMPLATIONS ON CHRIST. 
What think ye of Christ. 

One of the Pharisees asked 
our Lord, ‘* Which is the great 
commandment in the law ?”’ 
The answer was, * Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. 
T his} is the first and great com- 
mandment. And the second 
1s like unto it, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. On 
these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets.” 
The evangelists Mark* and 
Luke§ inform us, that the ans- 
wer was perle ctly satisfactory 
to the inquirer, and to others 
of the sect, who were then 
present. Our Lord embraced 
so favourable an opportunity to 


ask them, ‘* What think ye of 


Curist, or Messtau ? whose 
sonis he?’ They were the 

acknowledged interpreters of 
the Jewish scriptures, which 
foretold and described that 
Just One. It was therefore 
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very proper to ask them the 
present question. Their reply 
was, “*The son of David.” 
The prepared the way to a 
further question. “ How then 
doth David in spirit call him 
Lorp? If David call him 
Lorp, how is he his son ?” 
This point they could not solve. 
The inguiry now before us is, 
What have the holy scriptures 
taught us respecting the per- 
son and character of Curist? 
When the Pharisees said 
that the Mress1Au was the son 
of David, Jesus referred them 
to the w ards which David, by 
inspiration, spake concerning 
him, Psalm cx. 1. ** The Lord 
said unto my lord, sit thou 
at my right hand till I make 
thine enemies thy footstool.” 
The Pharisees never thought 
he was the root as well as off- 
spring of David. Viewing 
_ merely as a man, proceed- 
ing from David’s loins, they 
might well be perplexed to un- 
derstand how a son of David 
could be his Lord, and sit 
down on the right hand of 
(sod in heaven. He must have 
descended from David ac- 
cording to the flesh, or he 
could not have been his son: 
He must have had an higher 
original, or could not have 
been his Lerd; could not set 
down on the right hand of the 
i Vaze sty on ha; ch. His seat there 
proves ‘his superiority to the 
angels, “hey all worship him. 
What then have the scrip- 
tures said respecting the trans- 
cendent Signity. of his nature ? 
‘They appear plain ily to teach 
his existence prior to his in- 
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carnation. This is a point of 
much moment, and claims par- 
ticular attention. 
In his prayer, not long be- 
fore his death, he mentions the 
glory which he had with the 
Father, before the world was. 
He declares that he proceeded 
forth and came from God ; that 
he testified none other things 
than he Aad seen with his 
Father ; that he came down 
from heaven, (John, lil. 13, v. 
: 3, 31, Tk, Vie 33, 61, vin. 23, 
38, xiv. 10, xvi. 27, 28, 30, 
xvii. 8.) He who 1s ascend- 
ed far above all heavens, frst 
descended from thence. (Eph. 
iv. 9. 10.) He is ascended up 
where he was before. The 
bread Me life is he who cometh 
down from heaven. The worn 
was ae fiesh! This worp 
was a real person, not a mere 
quality. How could a mere 
quality, reason, for instance, 
be made flesh? It is added, 
that the worD dwelt among 
us, full of grace and truth. We 
beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the 
Father. His name is called, 
THE WORD OF Gon. Inhim was 
hfe. If the worp was a real 
person, then this person exist- 
ed before he was made flesh. 
If in him the glory of the only 
begotten of the Father was be- 
held, then he was not a mere 
man. Before he was found in 
fashion as a man, he was in the 
form of God, the brightness of 
his glory, and express maze of 
his person. His being made 
flesh was.a signal instance of 
humiliation. *‘ He humbled 
himself, made himself of no 


Contemplations on Christ. 


from of 





207 


reputation,” when he laid aside 
his divine form, took on him 
an human one, and “ became 
obedient unto death.” For 
this instance of humility he is 
now “ highly exalted.” Is it 
not clear, that our Lord had an 
existence, a superior existence 
before his incarnation? This 
point being settled, an inquiry 
arises, Have the scriptures in- 
formed us that there ever was 
a time when he was not 2? We 
have the prediction of his birth 
by the prophet Micah in these 
words: * But thou Bethlehem, 
Ephratah, out of thee shall he 
go forth thatis tobe ruler inIsra- 
el; whose goings forth have been 
old, from everlasting.” 
The author of the epistle to 
the Hebrews saith, Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, today, 
and for ever ; and applies to 
him the words of Psalm cil. 
25, 26, 27, ** Of old hast thou 
laid the foundations of the earth: 
and the heavens are the work 
of thy hands. ‘They shall per- 
ish, but thou shalt endure. 

They shall be changed, but 
thou art the same, ‘and thy 
years shall have no end. He 
whose name is the Word of 
God, St. John saith, “ was in 
the beginning with God. All 
things were made by .him.” 
St. Paul saith, ** By him were 
all things created that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones or dominions, 
or principalities or powers.” 
In the Revelation he sent by 
his angel to John, it is written 
‘Tam Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, saith 
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the Lord, who is, and who was, 
and who is to come, the Al- 
mighty.” This is repeated 
five times in the same book. 
The God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, before the 
world began, made a covenant 
with him, even the everlasting 
covenant. 
peace was between them both. 
Before Abraham was I am. 

There is good reason to sup- 
pose that MESSIAH was the per- 
son who appeared to the patri- 
archs, to Moses and Joshua, 
and to the Jewish church.— 
When God was about to con- 
duct Israel to their promised 
rest, he said, “ Behold, I send 
an angel before thee, to keep 
thee in the way, and to bring 
thee into the place which I 
have prepared. Beware of him, 

and obey his voice, provoke 
rei not: For he will not par- 
don your transgression; for my 
name ws an him.” The above 
words seem to be equivalent 
to the declaration of the voice 
from heaven, ‘* This is my be- 
loved Son ; hear him.” 

The SHecuinan, or visible 
symbol of the divine majesty, 
was no other than MeEsstan 
tn the form of God. 
this radiance appeared, it call- 
ed for religious homage. Paul 
tell us, that HE who followed 
Israel in the wilderness was 
Christ. They marched or en- 
camped as directed by the pil- 
lar of cloud and of fire. This 
was light to them, but darkness 
and confusion to their enemies. 
St. John assures us, that 
*« Tsaiah saw the glory” of the 
Messiah, when he “ saw the 
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Lorp sitting upon a throne 
high and lifted up, and his 
train filled the temple. Above 
it stood the seraphims,” with 
veiled faces, expressive of hu- 
mility ; and with wings, ex. 
pressive of alacrity and zeal in 
doing his commandments. 
‘¢ And one cried unto another, 
and said, Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord of hosts: The whole 
earth is full of his glory.” 
(John, xii. 41. Isai. vi. 1, 2, 
3.) The same prophet de- 
sain his person, and the joy 
of the church in his birth and 
kingdom, in the following lan- 
guage ; “ For unto us a child 
is born, unto usason is given: 
And the government shall be 
upon his shoulders : And his 
name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of peace. Of the 
increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judg- 
ment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever.” 
Isaiah further foretold, “ A 
virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son, and shall call his name 
EMMANUEL,” or God with us, 
Any comment upon the nature 
of the event predicted would 
be improper. It is and must 
remain a great mystery. But 
it must have been a fact ; other- 
wise christianity is a fiction. 
An event may be foretold in 
explicit language, and take 
place as foretold, while its na- 
ture and cause are unsearcha- 


ble. * In him,” says St. Paul, 
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dwelleth all the fulness of the 


Godhead bodily. God was 
manifest in the flesh.” 

The incarnation of the Mes- 
siah is to be believed upon di- 
vine testimony, as is the doc- 
trine of the Trinity : Neither 
can be explained to our under- 
standing. We cannot compre- 

-hend God ; but we may re- 
ceive his testimony, and set to 
our seal that HE is true. The 
incarnation is attested by a 
double trinity of witnesses ;— 
three in heaven, and three on 
earth. ‘* We receive the wit- 
ness of men: The witness of 
God is greater.” 

Upon the whole : What 


must we think of Christ, to 


On the Departure from true Christianity. 
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whom the attributes of eternity 
and omniscience are ascribed. 
‘I am the first and the last. 
Lord, thou knowest all things. 
I am HE who searcheth the 
reins and the hearts.”” What 
shall we think of Christ, if all 
things were made and are u 
held by him? What shall we 
think of Christ, if he could 
claim the peculiar appellation, 
by which God revealed him- 
self to Moses and the jewish 
church ; 1 AM THAT 1 AM ?— 
What must we think of Christ, 
if this is his name, Emm anvu- 
EL? And this, JEHOVAH OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS ? 


(To be continued. ) 
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@N THE DEPARTURE FROM THE 
PECULIAR TRUTHS AND SPIRIT 
OF CHRISTIANITY. 

The following seasonable and 
excellent observations onthe grad- 
ual departure from the peculiar 
truths, maxims, and spirit of 
Christianity, are extracted from 
the Rev. Robert Hall’s Fast ser- 
mon of Oct. 19, 1803. 

“ Thetruthsand mysteries which 
distinguish the Christian from all 
other religions,” observes our able 
author, *“ have been little attended 
to by some, totally denied by oth- 
ers; and while infinite efforts 
have been made, by the utmost 
subtilty of argumentation, to es- 
tablish the truth and authenticity 
of revelation, few in comparison, 
have been exerted to show what 
it really contains. The doctrines 


of _the fall and of redemption, 
which are the two grand points 
on which the Christian dispensa- 
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tion hinges, have been too much 
neglected. Though it has not 
yet become the fashion (God for- 
bid it ever should) to deny them, 
we have been too much accus- 
tomed to confine the mention of 
them to oblique hints and distant 
allusions. They are too often re- 
luctantly conceded, rather than 
warmly inculcated, as though they 
were the weaker or less honoura- 
ble parts of christianity, from 
which we were in haste to turn 


‘away our eyes, although it is in 


reality these very truths which 
have, in every age, inspired the 
devotion of the church, and the 
rapture of the redeemed. This 
alienation from the distinguishing 
truths of our holy religion ac- 
counts for a portentous peculiari- 
ty among christians, their being 
ashamed of a book, which they 
profess to receive as the word of 
God.” 
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“ Indifference and inatten- 
tion to the truths and myste- 
ries of revelation have led, by an 
easy transition, to a dislike and 
neglect of the book which con- 
tains them ; so that ina christian 
country, nothing 1s thought so vul- 
gar as a serious appeal to the 
scriptures ; and the candidate for 
fashionable distinction would rath- 
er betray a familiar acquaintance 
with the most impure writers, 
than with the words of Christ and 
his apostles. Yet we complain of 
the growth of infidelity, when 
nothing less could be expected 
than that some should declare 
themselves infidels, where so ma- 
hy had completely forgot they 
were Christians.” ‘The conse- 
quence has been such as might be 
expected, an increase of profane- 
ness, immorality, and irreligion.” 
(page 32—34.) 

‘* The traces of piety have been 
wearing out more and more, from 
our conversation, from our man- 
ners, from our popular publica- 
tions, from the current literature 
of the age. In proportion as the 
maxims and spirit of christianity 
have declined, infidelity has pre- 
vailed in their room.” 
SELECT THOUGHTS, 

HALL. 

Wuewn I think on my Saviour 
in his agony, and on his crofs, my 
foul is fo clouded with forrow, as 
if it would never be clear again : 
Thofe bloody drops, and thofe 
dreadful ejaculations (methinks) 
fhould be paft all reach of com- 
fort ; but when I fee his happy 
eluctation out of thefe pangs, and 
hear him cheerfully rendering his 
{pirit into the hands of his Father ; 
when I find him trampling upon 
his grave, attended with glorious 
angels, and afcending in the char- 
rot of a cloud to his heaven; I 
am fo elevated with joy, as that I 
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feem to have forgotten there was 
ever any caufe of grief in thofe 
fufferings. I could be pafflionate 
to think, O Saviour, of thy bitter 
and ignominious death, and moft 
of all, of thy vehement ftrugglings 
with thy Father’s wrath tor my 
fake, but thy conqueft and glory 
takes me off, and calls me to hal- 
lelujahs of joy and triumph ; 
Blefing, honour, glory and power, be, 
unto him that fitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the lamb for ever and ever, 
Rev. v. 13. 
ANECDOTES. 

Tue witty Earl of Rochefter, 
happened to be in company with 
King Charles 11. his Queen, Chap- 
lain, and some of his minifters of 
ftate : After they had been dif- 
courfing on publick bufinefs, the 
King, of a fudden, exclaimed— 
“Come, let us unbend our 
thoughts from the cares of ftate, 
and give us a generous glafs of 
wine, which cheereth, as the Scrip- 
ture faith, both God and man.” 
The Queen hearing this, mod- 
eftly faid, fhe thought there could 
be no fuch text in Scripture ; and 
that the idea feemed to her to be 
little lefs than blafphemy. The 
King replied, that he was not pre- 
pared to turn to chapter and verfe; 
but, he was pretty fure, he had 
met with it fome where in his 
Scripture reading. The Chaplain 
was appealed to, and he was of 
the fame opinion with the Queen. 
Rochefter fufpeéting the King to 
be right, and being no friend to 
the Chaplain, flipt out of the room, 
to inquire among the fervants, if 
any of them were converfant with 
the Bible. They named David, 


the Scots cook, who always car- 
ried a Bible about him ; and Da- 
vid being called, recollected both 
the text, and where to find it. 
Rochefter ordered him to be in 
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waiting, and returned to the King. 
This text was ftill the topick of 
converfation ; and Rochelter 
moved to call in David, who, he 
faid, he found was well acquaint- 
ed with the Scriptures. David 
appeared, and being afked the 
queftion, produced his Bible, and 
read the text, (Judges ix. 13.) 
The King fmiled, the Queen afk- 
ed pardon, and the Chaplain 
blufhed. Rochefter now afked 
the doctor, if he could interpret 
the text, fince it was produced ; 
but he was mute. He therefore 
requefted David to interpret it, 
who immediately replied, “* How 
much wine cheereth man, your 
lordfhip knows : and to fhow you 
haw it cheereth God, I beg leave 
to remind you, that, under the 
Old Teftament difpenfation, there 
were meat offerings, and drink of- 
ferings. The latter confifted of 
«vine, which was typical of the 
blood of the Mediator ; which, by 
a metaphor, was faid to cheer 
God, as he was well pleafed in 
the way of falvation that he had 
appointed ; whereby his juftice 
was fatisfied, his law fulfilled, his 
mercy reigned, his grace triumph- 
ed, all the divine perfections har- 
monized, tbe finner was faved, 
and God in Chrift glorified.” 

The King was agreeably fur- 
prifed at this unexpected and fen- 
fible expofition : Rochefter ap- 
piauded ; and after fome farcaftic 
reflections upon the Chaplain, 
very gravely moved, that his 
majelty would be pleafed to make 
the Chaplain his Cook, and the 
Cook his Chaplain. 

Ir is much to be regretted that 
the works of the illuftrious Calvin 
are fo little read in the prefent 
day. Every perfon who +s ac- 
quainted with the writings of our 
moft eminent reformers, both in 
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England and Scotland, fuch as 


Hooker, Cranmer, Knox, &c. 
knows that no man was held in 
higher eftimation by thofe diftin- 
guithed charaéters than John Cal- 
vin, and no human compofitions 
were more read and admired by 
them than his. Nor was it only 
by perfons of the above defcription 
that Calvin’s writings were éf- 
teemed. The depth and ingenuity 
of his thoughts, the ftrength and 
accuracy of his reafoning, and the 
purity and elegance of his diction, 
have led many who had no relifh 
for the Gofpel to perufe his works. 
The celebrated infidel, Lord 
Bolingbroke, was a remarkable 
inftance of this ; and the follow- 
ing anecdote, in proof of it, may 
be depended on. One day, a Cler- 
gyman of his Lordfhip’s acquaint- 
ance, (Mr. C -h, who died 
Vicar of Batterfea) happened to 
call on him, when he was read- 
ing in Calvin’s Inftitutes. ‘ You 
have found me,’ faid his Lord- 
fhip, “‘ reading John Calvin. He 
was indeed a man of great parts, 
profound fenfe, and vaft learning. 
He handles the dottrines of grace 
in a very matterly manner.’’ 
“ Dottrines of grace !” replied 
the Clergyman, * the doctrines of 
grace have fet all mankind to- 
gether by the ears.” “ I am fur- 
prifed to hear you fay fo,’’ anfwer- 
ed Lord Bolingbroke, “ you who 
profefs to believe and to preach 
Chriftianity. Thofe doétrines are 
certainly the doctrines of the Bi- 
ble: and, if I believed the Bible, I 
muf? believe them. And, let me 
feriouily tell you, that I think the 
reate(t miracle in the world is, 
the fubfiftence of Chriltianity, and 
its continued prefervation as a re- 
ligion, when the preachigg of it is 
committed to the care of fuch un 
chriftian gentlemen as you.” 
Religious Doniter. 
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A Scrifitture Catechism, or System 
of Religious Instruction in the 
words of Scriftture. Being a se- 
lection of the most filain and im- 
frortant texts, so arranged as to 
give a systematic view of the 
frrincifial doctrines and duties of 
our Holy Religion. Intended as 
an Assistant to Christian Minis- 
ters, Parents, and Instructors, in 
the Religious Education of Chil- 
dren and Youth, adaftted to the 
use of Schools and Families. By 
a Clergyman of Massachusetts. 
I2Qmo. fifi. 114. 37 cents. Cam- 
bridge. Hilliard. 1804. 

AN early acquaintance with the 
SacrED ScaipTuRES is the best 
means of establishing the moral 
and religious principles of chil- 
dren and youth. ‘They at once 
furnish a perfect rule of life, show 
the way of salvation, and exhibit 
the most impressive motives to ho- 
liness. Whoever, therefore, fa- 
cilitates the acquirement of scrip- 
tural knowledge, renders an essen- 
tial service to the rising genera- 
tion, and, by consequence, to his 
country, and to the world. Such 
is the benevolent office, which the 
anonymous compiler of the work 
before us has attempted to exe- 
cute ; and, we think, with success. 
He has taken pains to bring into 
a coherent and systematic form, 
the principal doctrines and duties, 
contained in the Bible ; and to ar- 
range them in a method, adapted 
to enlighten the understanding, 
aid the memory, and impress the 
heart. 

The qualifications requisite to 
the proper execution of such a 
work, are, thorough acquaintance 
with the scriptures ; judgment to 
discern, and diligence to collect, 
the most appropriate passages for 
the several articles of doctrine and 
duty ; and, in the disposition of 


them, a conscientious regard to 
the meaning of the inspired au- 
thors, so far, as from the most ob- 
vious construction of words, from 
their coherence with what pre- 
cedes and follows them, and from 
a fair comparison of scripture 
with scripture, that meaning can 
be acsertained. These qualifica- 
tions the compiler of this werk 
appears to have in a good degree 
possessed. The selection zs, what 
its name imports ; and the parent 
who seeks the religious instruc- 
tion of his children, need not hesi- 
tate to commit to their hands this 
ScripTuRAL CATECHISM. 

But after all, we are readiite 
regret the publication of this” 
any other newly formed cate- 
chism, lest it supersede the use of 
that most excellent system, the 
Assembly’s Shorter Chatechism, 
which we prefer before all other 
works of the kind. Nor do we 
see any more reason for confining 
ourselves to the express words of 
inspiration in catechisms, than in 
preaching, or in any other mode 
of religious instruction. 

That a judgment may be form- 
ed from the work itself, a speci- 


men of it is subjoined. 
Secr. I. 

Q. What are the first principles of re- 
ligion ? 

A. He that cometh to God must be- 
lieve that he is, and that he isa re- 
warder of them that diligently seek 
him.* 

Q. How may all men know, there is a 
God ? 

A. The invisible things, (attributes) 
of him, from the creation of the world, 
are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and godhead ;_ so that 
they are without excuse. 

Q. What is the light of nature ? 

A .That which may be knownof God 






* References to the particular places where 
the quot: d passages are fownd, are inserted in 
the margia. 
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is manifest in them, (i.e. Gentiles) for 
God hath shewed it untothem. These 
having not the law (i.e. the bible) are 
a law to themselves. Their con- 
science also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts the mean while accus- 
ing, or else excusing one another. 

Q. What other rule hath God given to 
ore how all may glorify and enjoy 
him : 

A. The holy scriptures, which are 
able to make us wise unto salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness ; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. 

Sect. VIII. p. 29. 

Q. What is the sum of the first table 
of the ten commandments ? 

A. Worship God. 

Here we think the answer of 
Jesus ought not to have been 
omitted, “ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with,” &c. 


Q. What is the sum of the second 
table, or six last precepts of the moral 
daw ? 

A. All things, whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them; for this is the law and 
the prophets. 


The views which this work ex- 
hibitsof some leading doctrines of 
the gospel, appear from the fol- 
lowing questions with their an- 
swers. 

Sscr. V. p. 22. 

Q. How are we made partaters of the 
redemption purchased by Christ ? 

A. Not by works of righteousness 
which we have dorfe, but according to 
his mercy, he saved us by the wash- 
ing of regeneration and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost. He that belicv- 
eth onthe Son hath everlastiug life, 
and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God 
ubideth onhim. He is the author of 
— salvation to all them that obey 

im. 

Q. What is regeneration, or effectual 
calling ? 

A. If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature, old things are passed 


away, behold all things are become 


hew. 


The Author. 

God who hath called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began. A 
new heart will 1 give you and a new 
spirit will I put within you, and 1 will 
take away the stony heart, and give 
you an heart of flesh, and I will put 
my spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes. Yet I will, for 
this be inquired of by the house of 
Israel to do it for them, saith the Lord 
God. Cast away all your transgres- 
sions, and make’you a new heart, and a 
new spirit, for why will ye die, O house 
of Israel, for I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, saith the Lord; 
wherefore turn yourselves, and live. 

Means. 
Born again, not of corruptible but 


of incorruptible seed, by the “ word of 


God,” which liveth and abideth for 
ever. Of his own will begat he us 
with the word of truth, 

Necessity. 

Without holiness none shall see the 
Lord. Except aman be born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

Fruit and design. 

We are his workmanship created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them. 


Secr. VI. 

Q. What is justification ? 

A. Be it known unto you, that 
through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins, and by him 
all that believe, are justified from all 
things (i.e. exempted from all sins) 
from which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses. Ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God. All have sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of 
God, being justified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is 
in Jesus Christ. Whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his right. 
eousness for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of 
God, that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him who believeth in Je. 
sus. We have believed in Jesns 
Christ, that we might be justified by 
the faith of Christ, and not by tha 
works of the law, for by the works of 
the law shall no desh be justified. 
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From the Inrropuction we 
learn thereason of the compilerfor 
adopting this method,and his mo- 
tives for undertaking the work. 
“ Considering the facility, and su- 
periour advantages of conveying 
instruction to young minds in the 
form of question and answer, and 
that the method, as well as lan- 
guage of the catechism in com- 
mon use, had long been familiar 
to the mind and ears of numbers 
yet among us, it was thought best, 
to arrange the following selection 
chiefly under the questions of that 
venerable system.” “ Although 
his original design was the benefit 
of parents and youth under his 
pastoral care, together with his 
own assistance in their religious 
instruction, yet he hopes thatoth- 
ers, and particularly young minis- 
ters, as well as Christian parents, 
will here find a useful assistant in 
the great duty of catechizing chil- 
dren. Its introduction to schools 
was the proposal and request of 
his friends, and for this purpose, 
that part which treats of moral du- 
ties, has been enlarged, and the 
whole divided into sections proper 
for reading.” 

The Address to PARENTS, which 
closes the Introduction, contains 
much important truth ; though 
the language, in which it is con- 
veyed, will not uniformly stand the 
test of criticism. 

The work is decently and cor- 
rectly printed, except the margi- 
nal references, in which are some 
errors. Should this work receive 
a second impression, it is hoped 
that the errors in the marginal 
references will be carefully cor- 
rected. 


— 
An attempt to expfilain God’s gra- 
cious covenant with believers, and 
idlustrate the duty of fiarents to 
embrace the covenant, dedicate 
their. children in baptism, and 


train them uf in the fear of God, 

By John H. Church, Pastor of 

the church in Pelham, N. H, 

Amherst, Cushing. 

In the first discourse, founded 
on Gen. xvii. 7. the aythor under- 
takes to explain the nature of 
God’s covenant with believers, and 
to prove that this covenant, in a 
very important sense, embraces 
their offspring. From the cove- 
nant state of the children of be- 
lievers, the author infers the de- 
sign, the reasonableness, and pro- 
priety of infant baptism. The 
subject has of late received much 
attention from men of different 
sentiments. It has been examin- 
ed by the most profound under- 
standings, by the most extensive 
erudition, and by the most critical 
discernment; and has often excit- 
ed the warmest and most violent 
passions. This last circumstance 
has, in this, as in every other in- 
stance, been a great hindrance to 
the knowledge and influence of the 
truth. If every writer and preach- 
er would treat the subject with 
that dispassionate, serious, tender 
spirit, and with that patience in 
research, and candour of judg- 
ment, which evidently character- 
ize the author of these discourses ; 
we should have greater reason, 
than we now have, to expect that 
light would increase, and the truth 
soon prevail. ’ 

The second discourse inculcates 
the duty of parents to educate 
their children in a religious man- 
ner. They both deserve serious 
and attentive perusal. The style 
has the merit of plainness and per- 
spicuity. The title is too particu- 
lar and prolix. 

We have just seen another dis- 
course bythesame author. preach- 
ed at Haverhill and at Pelham on 
the last days of fasting and prayer 
in Massachusetts and Newhamp- 
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shire. This discourse, on the 
three unclean sfiirits combining men 
against Jehovah, was heard in both 
places with great satisfaction. That 
part, which points out the sources 
of present danger to our country, 
contaims much important truth. 

‘The notes at the end are interest- 

ing. 

—— 

Tie tmfiortance of virtue and fiuety 
as qualifications of civil rulers, 
4 discourse delivered March 21, 
1805, dy Daniel Dana, A. M. 
Pastor of a Presbyterian church 
in Newburyport. Blunt, N. P. 
THE author chose for his text, 

that passage of scripture, II. Sam. 
Xxili. 3, than which none could be 
found more striking, or more suit- 
edto his purpose. Zhe Ged of Is- 
rael said, the Rock of Israel sfiake 
to me; He that ruleth over men 
must be just, ruling in the fear of 
God. Inavery serious and im- 
pressive manner the preacher 
shows, “that virtue and religion 
are most important qualifications 
of a civil ruler.” The views he 
takes of the subject are various. 
His arguments appear pertinent 
and conclusive. Though it is dif- 
ficult to produce any thing new on 
a subject so frequently and so ably 
handled ; yet we think the style, 
the sentiments, and-.the spirit of 
this discourse not only justify its 
publication, but honour the cause 
of truth. The sermon contains a 
scasonable antidote against the un- 
seasonable, unscriptural, and athe- 
istical opinion,.that religion is not 
to be considered a necessary qualifi- 
cation of a civil ruler ; an opinion 
which we should suppose could 
never be admitted, much less pre- 
vail in a christian land, did not 
facts prove the contrary. 

We observe only one particular 
fault. The subject is treated 
throughout in so candid and un- 
exceptionable a manner, that the 
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very laboured apology at the be- 
ginning, and at the end, must ap- 
pear useless to every serious read- 
er, and must have appeared un- 
necessary to every sober minded 
hearer. 

Nature disfilayed in her mode of 
teaching language toman ; or@ 
new and infallible method of ac- 
guiring a languagein the shortest 
time fiossible ; deduced from the 
analysis of the human mind, and 
consequently suited to every ca- 
jracity. Adafited to the French, 
by N. G. Durier, of Philadel- 
fihia, 2 vols. 8v0. 903 fpr. Phi- 
ladelfthia, 7. L. Plowman, 1804. 
Tue author of these volumes 

informs us, in his preliminary dis- 

course, that he arrived at Philadel- 
phia, in 1793,and purchased books 
for learning the English language, 
when the alarm excited by the 
malignant fever compelled him to 
seek a retreat at Princeton. Here 
he discovered that by accident he 
had left his Grammars at Phila- 
delphia, and not being able to pro- 
cure them, he resolved to attempt 
to learn the language, with the 
help of other books. The mode 
he adopted was to select French 
words, and leok for the corres- 
ponding English words ina dic- 
tionary,carefully committing them 
to memory, with the pronuncia- 
tion. He then proceeded to select 
and learn whole phrases and sent- 
ences, and finally began to read 
good authors, without having 
learnt the rules of Grammar. 

The success of this attempt was 

surprising to himself. He acquur- 

ed a competent knowledge of the 

English, in a much less time than 

is usually requisite, in the com- 

mon mode. This led him to read 


the most celebrated authors on 
grammar and philosophy,in which 
he found opinions confirmatory of 
the justness of his own ideas, that 
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Linguages are learnt most easily 
and expeditiously by rote. Such 
was the origin of the system of 
principles, which the author has 
published under the foregoing ti- 
tle, the plan of which is to initiate 
a learner in the French language, 
by means of familiar phrases, 
without first acquiring the rules of 
Grammar. 

The first volume consists whol- 
ly of phrases or sentences, with a 
translation of each. It begins with 
sentences in which occur the 
names of material objects ; pro- 
ceeding to those in which are used 
verbs, adjectives, abstract nouns, 
&c. In this part of the work, we 
think the author has selected 
phrases with judgment, and gen- 
erally translated them with cor- 
rectness. In a few instances we 
think the author will do well to 
revise the translation. For exam- 
pie, in the first page, “ I] n’a plus 
de dents, il est obligé de manger 
de la mie,” is rendered “ He lost 
all his teeth, he is obliged to eat 
crumb.” The first part of the 
sentence however, does not cor- 
respond with the last. It ought 
to be, He Aas lost all his teeth, or 
he has no longer any teeth, and 
therefore is obliged to eat crumé, 
or the soft part of the bread in 
distinction from the crust. 

In the second volume, the au- 
thor enters into a philosophical in- 
vestigation and elucidation of the 
elements of language ; explains 
and exhibits by examples the 
sounds of the letters in the French 
language ; defines the parts of 
speech, and explains the general 
principles of Grammar with great 
clearness and precision. He con- 
siders the interjection as the first 
language of men, or mother of 
language ; and contends that it 
ought to have a place among the 
parts of speech. In explaining the 
origin of the English application 


of sex to inanimate objects, his 
remark that the custom of speak- 
ing of shift, brig, and snow as fe. 
males, seems to have been estab- 
lished frrophetically, as if to per- 
sonify those objects to which the 
English were to owe their glory 
and prosperity, does not corres- 
pond in good sense, with the gen- 
eral tenor of his work, and marks 
the predominance of fancy over 
judgment. 

In a note, page 35, the author 
alleges it to be “ impossible to 
account for the invention of adjec- 
tives, unless we have recourse to 
their origin from nouns.” This 
remark is believed to be too posi- 
tive and general. It is true, as in 
the examples he offers, that ad- 
jectives are often formed from 
names; but, by recurring to the 
primitive languages, we shall find 
no small part of nouns and verbs 
derived from adjectives. In the 
first stages of society, men would 
unquestionably give names to ob- 
jects the most necessary, and 
most frequently used, or to the 
most striking qualiies; and not 
unfrequently, a quality would re- 
ceive a name, before the object or 
objects in which it was observed 
to exist. In deducing ¢he, the 
Enclish article, from ‘here, a noun 
of place, the author indulges con- 
jecture too far for a Grammarian, 
whose province is restricted to 
simple facts. The Saxon article 
was not the but se; and the has 
probably a common origin with 
thut, being primitively used as a 
pronoun. 

Under the head of the article, 
the author classes mine, thine, 
yours, ours, theirs, who, which, 
that, &c. for which arramgement 
he assigns his reasons. 

On the subject of the verb, the 
author has some very ingenious 
observations, in which he attempts 
to show that the terminational in- 
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flections of the French verb are 
modifications of the verb etre, to 
be ; and something like this use 
of the verb is found in other lan- 
ruages. 

In illustrating the tenses of 
verbs, the author has attempted 
to fix their meaning, and true use, 
and has assigned to some of them 
new denominations, expressive 
of their application to time. The 
old ¢mperfect he calls the Present 
Anterior, for in the phrase, “ Je 
portais vos livres, lorsqué vous 
m’avez rencontré,” I wascarrying 
your books when you met me: 
he alleges that the intention of 
the speaker is to inform the hear- 
er that the action of carrying cor- 
responded in time with the meef- 
ing ; that is, it was then fresent ; 
but when compared with the time 
of sfeaking the act-appears to be 
past or anterior. This form of 
time, * Je portai hier votre lettre 
& la poste,’ I carried your letter 
yesterday tothe post office, the 
author calls the firesent anterior 
freriodical ; because, fieriodical is 
derived from feriod, a determinate 
time,and this marks an action per- 
formed in a particular space of 
time. Where it may be proper 
to observe that this is a new 
use of the word feriodical, which 
according to our established 
usage, is appropriated to the sense 
of returning or occurring at regu- 
lar intervals. 

In like manner the future tense 
is called the fresent frosterior ; 
Jat eu is called the fast ; J’avais 
eu, the fast anterior ; J’eus eu, the 
jrast anterior periodical; J’aurat 
eu, the fast pfrosterior, &c. 

On the subject of these altera- 
tions, we shall offer a singic re- 
mark, that as the old denomina- 
tions of the tenses are confessed- 
ly imperfect, we have some doubts 
whether the proposed names are 
the best which can be devised. 


Vol. I. No. 5. 


The idioms of every language 
are so difficult to acquire with 
perfect accuracy, that the attain- 
ment is seldom made by those to 
whom the language is not the 
mother tongue. Jor this reason 
we think, that Mr. Dufief’s work 
would have been rendered more 
accurate and acceptable, had he 
have submitted it, previously to 
its publication, to the critical in« 
spection of some native English 
or American scholar, who doubt- 
less would have corrected several 
words and phrases, which indicate 
to the English reader, that the 
author is a foreigner. 

Notwithstanding our doubts on 
a few points, and the small defect 
suggested, we are much pleased 
with the general plan and execu- 
tion of this performance. In gen- 
eral, the author appears to have a 
clear knowledge of his subject, and 
to be happy in his illustrations. 
The difficulties which every learn- 
er ofa foreign language by gram- 
mar has to encounter in the 
threshold of his studies, by being 
subjected to the drudgery of com- 
mitting to memory a long cata 
logue of rules and abstract terms, 
present a formidable obstacle to 
the progress of languages. To 
remove these obstacles is certain- 
ly desirable ; and no small praise 
is due to the man who attempts to 
open a more easy and direct path 
to the attainment of a foreign 
language. It is not improbable 
that a youth, who spends several 
years in the acquisition of the Lat- 
in, Greek, and French, would, if 
he could live among people who 
should speak no other, learn either 
of those languages in a single 
year. Every man of observation 
must have noticed the ease with 
which a young person learns a 
foreign language by rote. Our 
native tongue is always learnt by 
rote first, and by grammar after- 
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ward. Next to the mathematics, 
erammar is perhaps the most 
difficult science for a beginner, and 
to augment the difficulty, the sub- 
ject isembarrassed with technical 
terms, wholly arbitrary, some of 
which are in themselves unmean- 
ing. Thus the worgls, noun, ad- 
jective, and verd, being used only 
in grammar, and in themselves 
insignificant, that is, having no 
meaning but what is arbitrarily 
given to them in that branch of 
science, present no ideas to the 
beginner ; and he plods on for 
months, perhaps years, before he 
has a clear conception of their use 
and application. 

For these reasons we concur 
with Mr. Dufief in the opinion, 
that languages are most readily 
acquired by the ear, the memory, 
and bypractice ; or, according to 
the popular phrase, by rote. This 
method is less difficult, slow and 
discouraging, than the ordinary 
method; and even facilitates the 
subsequent a¢quisition of gram- 
matical rules. We therefore con- 
clude these remarks by wishing 
him success in his laudable under- 
taking, proportioned to the inge- 
nuity and ability with which these 
volumes are executed. 

We are happy to learn that sev- 
eral instructors in different parts 
of the United States, are teaching 
the Fretich language on Mr. Dus 
fief’s principles. 

a 
One God in cone person only : and 

Fesus Christ a being distinct from 

God, dependent upon him for his 

existence, and his various powers 3 

maintained and defended. By 

Fobn Sherman, Pastor of the first 

church in Mansfield, ( Connecti- 

cut.) pp. 200 8vo. Worcester, 

I. Thomas, jun. 

In his introduction to this per- 
formance, Mr. Sherman uses 
great liberty of speech. He ap- 


pears to censure, with no smal 
degree of asperity, the whole body 
of orthodox christians, for their 
want of charity toward those, who 
deny the doctrine of the sacred 
Trinity. He pleads for that an- 
bounded catholicism, which em- 
braces all denominations of chris- 
tians, and which excludes the 
name and the guilt of Heresy from 
the whole christian world. This 
liberality of sentiment he founds 
upon the principle, that no man 
can be infallibly cervain, whether 
any one article of his religious 
creed be agreeable to the word of 
God. Hence the whole train of 
his introductory remarks js calcu- 
lated to open the door to every 
species of religious errour, infi- 
delity, and skepticism. 

Among many instances of high 
colouring and misrepresentation, 
calculated to mislead his readers, 
we quote the following : Speak- 
ing of the influence of education 
on theological students, he says, 
(fh. 78. Introd.) “ While under 
the care of his respected in- 
structor, he is furnished with such 
authors, as ingeniously defend his 
peculiar sentiments. He is taught 
to contend earnestly for the creed 
of his teacher as being the faith 
once delivered to the saints ; and 
having examined one side of a 
question only, and been inspired 
with sufficient prejudice against 
every opponent, he is sent forth to 
preach and to defend the doctrines 
in which he was dorn !” 

We know of no theological in- 
structor in New England, who 
treats his pupils in the manner 
here described. We doubt wheth- 
er Mr. S. can substantiate this 
bald and unqualified charge by a 
single example. 

He divides his dissertation into 
two parts. In the first part, he 
proposes to shew that the passag- 
es and considerations, alleged in 
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favour of the supreme and inde- 
pendent Deity of Christ, do not 
establish such doctrine concern- 
ing him : and in the second part, 
he proceeds to state what appears 
to him direct and positive proof, 
that Christ is not the most high 
God, but a being entirely distinct 
from God, inferior and depend- 
ent, his Son, servant, messenger, 
&c, 

No theological fubjeé has been 
more frequently, more fully, and 
more ably difcuffed, than the doc- 
trine concerning a Trinity of Per- 
fons in the only living and true 
God. Every corner in this field 
of controverfy has been repeatedly 
traverfed by the molt ingenious 
and learned divines. It is not to 
be expected, after eighteen cen- 
turies have been employed in 
fearching the writings of both in- 
{pired and uninfpired men, that 
any thing really new, in point of 
hiftory, criticifm, or argument, 
can now be advanced upon this 
fubje@. Mr. Sherman does not 
pretend that he has devifed any 
new method, or made ufe of any 
new weapons, to attack and over- 
throw the commonly received doc- 
trine of three diftinct and equally 
divine Perfons in the Godhead, 
He profefles only to exhibit his 
own fentiments in his own way. 
And it is but juftice to acknowl- 
edge, that he is no fervile follower 
of thofe who have gone before 
him in this controverfy ; that he 
has written in a perfpicuous and 
independent manner ; that he has 
fearched the Bible and other 
books diligently ; and that he has 
thought clofely upon both fides of 
the great queftion, which he has 
undertaken to decide. But ftill 
we are forry to find, that he has 
fpent fo much time and pains in 
an infidious and fruitlefs attempt, 
to fubvert a fundamental doétrine 
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of the gofpel. He has taken un- 
due methois to ftrengthen his own 
caufe, and to weaken the caufe of 
his opponents. 

We fee no propriety in his ma- 
king a merit of changing his fen- 
timents. Had he overcome the 
prejudices of education, in re- 
nouncing errour and embracing 
truth, his conduct would have 
been truly meritorious. But fince 
he has rejeéted a precious and im- 
portant truth, for the fake of 
adopting and propagating a dan- 
gerous errour, he has, we believe, 
merited thofe marks of difpleafure, 
which he fays he has received 
from his brethren in the miniftry, 
and which he may [ftill receive 
from the friends of truth. 


He appears very difingenuous, 
in holding himfelf a Non Defcript 
among the various denominations 
of chriftians, who deny the proper 
Divinity of Chrift. “ In the follow- 
ing treatife (he fays) we have not 
thought it proper tobring into view 
pecultarities, which we may entertain, 
and which diftinguifh us from any 
denominations of thofe, who deny 
the fupreme and independent De- 
ity of Chrift and the commonly re- 
ceived dottrine of the Trinity. 
Seeing the only queftion of pri- 
mary importance, is * Whether 
the commonly received doétrine 
concerning Chrift and the Trinity 
be true or falfe,’ we fhall confine 
our arguments wholly to this 
fingle point.” P. 15. Introduc- 
tion. 


By taking this ftand behind the 
curtain, he avails himfelf of the 
learning, the artifices, and the 
reafonings, of the Sabellians, of 
the Arians, of the Socinians, and 
of the Unitarians ; without em- 
barraffing himfelf with the pecu- 
hiar difficulties which attend their 
different and oppofite fchemes of 
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faith. Though all thefe fectaries 
may now claim him as their ad- 
vocate, yet whenever he fhall find 
it convenient to throw off themafk 
and take his proper rank, he may 
appear as zealous and powerful in 
oppofing them, as he now does in 
oppofing the Trinitarians. His 
chief aim appears to be, to demol- 
ifh the commonly received faith 
concerning the Trinity, without 
attempting to furnith a fubititute. 
His conduét in this refpedt, is nei- 
ther juftifiable in itfelf, nor con- 
fiftent with his boafted franknefs 
in avowing his fentiments. 

But thefe are venial faults, in 
comparifon with the unfair method 
he has taken to accomplifh his 
defigns. He very well knew, that 
the orthodox doétrine fuppofes 
three equally divine Perfons in the 
Godhead. But he has firft and 
chiefly direG¢ed his arguments 
againlt the /upreme and independent 
Deity of Chrift, without bringing 
into view the do¢trine of the Trin- 
ity in general, and what the Scrip- 
tures reveal concerning the union 
and order of operation, of the 
three divine Perfons in the econo- 
my of redemption. _ Befide, his 
ufing the phraie, “* Supreme and 
{ndependent Deity of Chritt,’’ 
jeems to infinuate, that the ortho- 
dox fet up the Son as equal, if not 
iuperiorto the Father, in all re- 
{pects. Upon this ground, he 
confiders every text that {peaks of 
the Son as inferior to the Father, 
in any refpect,as militating again 
their doétrine. Every. critical 
and impartial reader will readily 
perceive that the whole plaufibil- 
ity of the firlt part of his diflerta- 
tion, arifes altogether trom this 
artiu! mode of treating the fubject 
in debate. 

The fame obfervation is-equally 
applicable to the fccond part of 


his treatife. He collects all his 
dire& and pofitive proof, that 
Chrift is not the moft high God, 
but a being entirely difting from 
and inferior to God, from what 
the Scriptures affert, and what the 
‘Trinitarians allow, concerning the 
humanity and official inferiority 
of the Son to the Father, which 
is fo far from refuting, that it 
does not even touch the true doc- 
trine of the Trinity. This part 
of his performance abounds with 
mifconitructions and mifapplica- 
tions of feripture, and a train of 
reaioning about the myfterious 
mode of the Divine Exilftence, 
which is a fubjec& totally beyond 
the province of reafon. 

His whole publication would 
have appeared to more advan- 
tage in the eye of the publick, if he 
had concluded it with only claim- 
ing the right of private judgment, 
inftead of calling upon the whole 
body of the orthodox, either to 
yield to his arguments, or come 
out and meet him in the field of 
controverfy. They may believe, 
as well as he, that truth will finally 
prevail and triumph over errour, 
and yet have painful apprehen- 
fions, that multitudes will be de- 
{troyed, before the latter day light 
and glory fhall diflipate all the 
clouds of ignorance, errour, and 
delufion, which now overipread 
the earth. And under this im- 
preflion, they will undoubtedly 
fee] themfelves bound in duty to 
check, rather than promote, the 
circulation of his, or any other 
publication, which they deem 
fraught with the poifon of fatal 
errour. 





Remarks by anather band. 
Mucu of this author’s theory 
depends on critical difquifitions on 
the original languages, in which 
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the {criptures were written. 


oracles. But, when a fingle arti- 
cle of chriftian doctrine, of mo- 
mentous importance, is either af- 
failed or defended by critici/m 
alone, there is always fomething 
{uipicious. The tranflators of the 
Englifh verfion of the bible were 
not fmatterers in the learned lan- 
guages. ‘They were profoundly 
verfed in the otiginals, which they 
tvanflated. Whatever verbal a- 
mendments their tranflation may 
admit, we do not yet fee caufe to 
confider it as an unfafe guide to 
the Englifh reader, in any fingle 
fundamental article of religion. 
That grand articletherefore, which 
this publication is defigned to 
overthrow, we do not believe muft 
ftand or fall by verbal criticifms. 
The fame expedient has been 
adopted before, to eftablifh the 
doétrine of univerfal falvation, but 
without effect. 
“‘ See Kazs’¢ and ex’ build the glorious 
scheme | 
And yae¢and zecs unfold their proof 
supreme ! 
But such nice proof as none but those 
can know, 
Who oft have read the sacred volume 
through, 
And read in Greek.” 
. If the appeal to critici/m be in- 
conclufive, the appeal to common 
fenfe will not be found fo decifive 
on the fide of the queition adopted 
by Mr. Sherman, as he feems to 
imagine. 

** Iris,”he observes (p. 185) “easy, 
natural, yea, according with the con- 
ception of common christians, untram- 
melled by an imposing theory, to un- 
derstand this doctrine in the manner 
we have stated. So far as we have 
conversed with the good mothers in 
Isracl who have been long before us 
m Christ, or with common christians 
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Such 
difquifitions we are farfrom dif- 
couraging. Conduéted by intelli- 
gence and folid learning, they 
throw great light on the facred 
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in general, we find this to be actually 
the case, whenever they lay aside 
their catechisms and talk in the plain 
language of their own ideas. How- 
ever it may be received, by high Trin- 
itarians, itis no matter of hesitation 
with us to say, that we doubt not but 
more than three fourths of the best 
disciples in the kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus are really with us in sentiment, 
though it be the fashion to subscribe 
to Trinitarian creeds ; which, how- 
ever, they neither understand nor 
construe, as do their theoretick teach- 
ers.” 

This cannot be called argumen- 
tum ad verecundiam. Modelty is 
here out of the queftion. The 
experience ofa young minifter, in 
a parifh of no great magnitude, 
may teach him fomething of hu- 
man nature, but not every thing. 
What has been learned from con- 
verfations, which might poflibly 
have received fome impulfe or 
bias from the principal fpeaker, 
will not be denied. What is un- 
doubtingly prelumed, without know- 
ledge, will not io readily be admit- 
ted. We well know, that errourifts, 
of all defcriptions, are accuftomed 
to call themfelves Legion. It had 
been becoming a lover of truth, 
had there been ever fo great ad- 
vantage of age and experience, to 
kefitate long, before he had faid, 
what there is much reafon, not to 
doubt merely, but abfolutely to 
difbelieve, refpecting the preval- 
ence of the antitrinitarian tenets. 
Since this opinion has nothing to 
do with the arguments of the au- 
thor, we do not, it is prefumed, 
trefpafs the limits of a review, in 
offering a remark, to counteract 
its injurious tendency. We have 


no evidence, that * the beft difz 
ciples” of Chrift have generally 
apoftatized from the faith of the 
primitive chriftians, and of the 
Reformers of the fixteenth century, 
How the learned and the unlearn- 
ed have uniformly, with inconfid- 












































Allthe children who are admitted in- 
toit derive the advantages of ahome, as 
wellas the instruction of a school from 
the provision which has been made, 
and the regulations which have been 
framedforthem. Protractedand frau- 
dulent vacations, which cheat them of 


poses of ostentation, the funds that 
should be sacred to the relief of want, 
and nourishes vanity int bosoms whose 
happiness depends on its exclusion. 
‘The Jodging of the children has been 
so contrived as to ensure cleanliness, 
air, end health to the bed chambers. 
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erable exceptions, underftood the inthe gofpel fufficient reafon for ‘ 
| fcriptures on the point incontro- the molt dreadful fupertftition ; by It 
| verly, cannot, without effrontery, which, during eighteen centuries, . 
| be denied. The manner, in which FAR THE GREATEST PART OF TH 
al 
| they have thus generally under- conressors oF Curist, anda. t) 
: ftood them, forms no {mall pre- mongthem themolteminent lights fe 
{umptive evidence in favour of the in all wifdom (thefe too, with the a 
truth. Had not Jefus Chrift pof- immortal fame of {kill in Jan. ' 
fefled a truly divine nature, would guages and other learning, have i) 
not the fcriptures have fo treated fearched and explained the facred ¢ 
the fubjec&t of his charader, asto fcriptures,) have given religious 1 
prevent a natural, yet idolatrous, honour to him who was crucified, : 
miftake among chri(tian believers. while in the genuine import of 
H “‘ If the Saviour were not the true thefe names, he was neither the | 
WII God,” fays a writer of recent ce- Saviour, nor God.” . 
I lebrity,* ‘* then there would lie ; 
: * Dyonysius Van de Wynpersse, D. D. Professor of Philosophy, Mathe. 
ie ii maticks, and Astronomy, at Leyden, in a masterly essay, entitled ‘* A Proof of ‘ 
| I the true and eternal godhead of our Lord Jesus Curisr; against modern at. | 
| | tacks.” f 
| va Co 2 
} Religious Fntelliqence. ; 

i 
| ACCOUNT OF AN INSTITUTION Ar sufficiency. Regular and seasonable 7 
| ST. CHRISTOPHERS. hours are fixed upon for their meals. ] 

(Concluded from page 180.) Clothing has been directed of the 

Iw addition to what has beenalready  plainest, cheapest, and most uniform ( 
said, a general outline ofthe principles, kind. In institutions of this sort, 
upon which the institutionisestablish- every approach towards ornament is 1 
ed and conducted, may be thus delin- an attack upon the principles ¢of the ( 
eated. establishment. It misapplies to pur- 1 
‘ 


their improvement, and suspend the 
progress of knowledge until its attain- 
ments are almost forgotten, are depriv- 
ed of the pretext by whichithey are 
usually glossed over. Nor indeed are 
holydays, which substitute idleness, 
ennui, and pastimes hardly innocent, 
for necessary relaxation and bricf res- 
pites from study, scarce es eradmitted. 
By this means the advance of the chil- 
dren in knowledge is regular and un- 
interrupted, and the eficct of vicious 
society, im] roper conversation, and 
corruptive idleness, cautiously guard- 
ed against. 

The diet of the children is regulat- 
ed and established upon principles of 
econvimy and health, of certainty and 


Nor was it less adapted to extend all 
these advantages to their school and 
dinner rooms. Instruction occupies 4 
considerable portion of the day; and 
yet itis so timed asto be rendered 
compatible with, and mark out the 
seasons best adapted to exercise. The 
practice of devotion is rendered habit- 
ual. And a decent respect for estab- 
lished forms inculeated by a regular 
attendance on divine worship. 

But all these benefits and blessings 
could not reconcile the parents of poor 


‘and destitute children,throughout the 


island of St. Christopher, to the plan of 
the institution. That they should 
with reluctance instead of eagerness 
consent to have the necessities of thei? 
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children relieved, cannot fail to appear 
extraordinary ; and yet it ig not so. 
It is not extraordinary that food should 
be refused for the hungry, clothes for 
the naked, shelter for the exposed, 
and instruction for the ignorant; if 
the benefactions assume an unusual 
form. The greater part of mankind, 
all indeed who are unreflecting and 
uninformed, are such slaves to what is 
habitual m themselves or customary 
in others, that they distrust and dread 


Like children, who taste with hesita- 
tion the most Celicious food, if its ap- 
pexzrance is new to them; or its use 
not recommended by the example and 
participation of others. It therefore 
becomes necessary, for the sake of 
reconciling the parents of destitute 
children to the singular plan of an in- 
stitution, whose sole object was to 
supply all their wants, that their re- 
luctance to accept the proffered bene- 
fit should be combatted and overcome. 
This seemingly superfluous task was 
referred and recommended to every 
member of the establishment by the 
judicious suggestion of Mr. John Ste- 
phen; and by the exertions of every 
member was with difficulty accomp- 
lished. 

The manner in which the institution 
commenced, and the steps by which 
it was established have now been 
traced. It seems fixed on a basis 
capable in great measure of realizing 
the most sanguine hopes of its found- 
ers and supporters. They may reas- 
onably promise themselves, that the 
present generation of poor and desti- 
tute children will be enlightened and 
reformed. That the next generation 
will make a greater progress in 
knowledge, virtue, and every useful 
attainment than their parents. That 
through a long and uninterrupted se- 
ries the human race will advance in 
improvement and approach towards 
perfection. Nor is the hope too flat- 
tering, that no cloud can arise in the 
endless perspective of national and in- 
dividual felicity, which patriotism and 
humanity picture to themselves, while 
contemplating the institution. But 
still the plan of benevolence, upon 
which it was established is not com- 
plete. ‘It is true that the children al- 
ready received into the institution will 
be instructed in knowledge and train- 
ed tovirtue. That their descendants 


and every succession of their descend- 
ants, will imbibe the same lessons re- 
commended and rendered impressive 
by the example of their parents. But 
there are many children, not yet ad- 
mitted into the institution, decisive as 
their claims are, poor and destitute as 
they are knowntobe. Nor can they 
be admitted until the funds of the es- 
tablishment are increased, beyond 
what the ability of the island ex- 
tends to, large as its benevolence has 
already proved. But is there noother 
class of philanthropists, to which char- 
ity can direct her views and her hopes, 
and from which she can gather assist- 
ance in behalf of the cherished objects 
of her care and tendergess ? Jn be- 
half of infants oppressed by poverty, 
and rendered miserable by destitu- 
tion? Are there no residents if 
Great Britain, that land of enlightened 
philanthropy, to sympathise in her de- 
signs and contribute to their accomp- 
lishment ? Surely there are whole 
classes of men, distinguished among 
the eminent for feeling and liberality. 
There are West Indian proprietors 
and merchants resident in Great Brit- 
ain, who would be emulous to retieve 
the wants, and supply the deficiencies 
of every praiseworthy and charitable 
establishment. Let then the friends 
of the institution for poor and desti- 
tute children, apply to these friends 
ofhumanity with the fullestconfidence, 
that whatever distress can require, or 
mercy grant, they will be forward in 
contributing. 

Arrangement of Religious Exerctses, for 
the daily use of the Pupils of the In- 
stitution, (9c. Founded at Bassaterre, 
St, Christopher, March 1803, 

Art day-break the Monitor walks 
through the boys’ bedchamber ring- 
ing a bell and saying at intervals, 

Arise—and work while it is called 
to day, for the night cometh, when no 
man can work. 

At the door ofthe girls’ bedcham- 
ber the Monitress receives the bell, 
and walks ringing and repeating in 
like manner. As soon as each pupil 
is risen and drest, he falls upon his 
knees and utters the following ejac- 
ulation : 

O God ! truly the light is sweet, 
and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes 
to behold the sun. Enlighten my 
mind, that Imay see my whole duty, 
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and aid me to pursue it all the day 
long. F 
(The pupils descend, and after a 
short excursion, they return to the 
great school room, and follow- 
ing service is performed : 
MORNING HY uN. 
On wings of brightest radiance borne, 
From orient skics now bursts the morn ; 


The feather’d songsters wake theirstrainsy 
And tenfold beauty gilds the plains. 


Tho” round the bed of tranquil sleep 
Kind guardian pow ’rs their vigils keep, 
Our souls refresh’d and tun ’d So gay, 
With rapture hail the new-born day. 


To thees Almighty God! above, 
Eternal source of bliss and love, 
We owe the blessings which impart 
Such joyous feelings to the heart. 


From month to month, from year to year, 

We’re stillthe objects of thy care ; 

And when the high behest is giv’n, 

The duteous soul is call’d to heav’n. 

Teacher—Dear children! We are 
here met together to commemorate 
the goodness of Almighty God, in our 
creation, preservation and redemp- 
tion. The blessings which he show- 
ers down upon us, are without num- 
ber and without price. Tell me then, 
dear children, what return shall we 
make our heavenly Father for all his 
tender mercies ? 

Pupils—We will love him with all 
our hearts; we will keep his com- 
mandments ; we will pray to him of- 
ten, and praise him with songs of 
praise. 

T. Let us then fall down together 
before him and pour forth this our 
morning prayer. 

(All devoutly kneel. 

O Almighty and ever blessed God! 
We humbly bow before thee at this 
time, and unite our voices of thanks- 
giving for all the blessings extended 
toward us the children of men. We 
acknowledge with gratitude thy good- 
ness in bringing us to behold’ the 
light of another day ; and we humbly 
and earnestly pray that we may be 
enabled to spend it to thy glory ;— 
knowing that the best thanks which 
we can render for the gift of our time, 
is the proper improvement of it. We 
present our petitions in the name 
and for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

T. Thou, O God! art infinite and 
eternal. 

P. And we are short-lived and 
frail creatures. 

7. Continue thy support or we 
perish. 


P. Continue thy gracé or we live in 
vain. 

T. Our lives flee away like a shad. 
ow, and we are hastening to another 
world. 

P. So teach us to number our days 
that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom. 

T. O God; hearken to our suppli. 

cations we beseech thee, and lend an 
ear to our prayers. May we be fol. 

lowers of that which is good; and 

may we love and serve thee all the 
days of our lives. So shall peace ac. 
company our latter end, and we shall 
be ripe for a more enlarged sphere of 
duty and happiness in the world to 
come. 

Children, what is the business of 
this day ? 

P. To cultivate our minds with use. 
ful learning, and our hearts with 
heavenly affections. 

7. How are these things to be 
done ? 

P. By imploring the assistance of 
God’s grace and using our best en- 
deavours. 

(The Teacher prays for the Pupils.) 

O God! in whose hands are the 
destinies of men, look down upon this 
little Fraternity with an eye of com- 
miseration and love. Consider their 
wants, bodily and inteMectual, and 
provide for them according to their 
several necessities. Much hast thou 
done for thy young petitioners—wilt 
thou do still more—wilt thou water 
the tree which thou ltast planted ? May 
their improvement equal their oppor- 
tunities, and their usefulness keep 
pace with their years. And O may 
their hearts cleave with gratitude to 
thee, their Creator and Preserver, 
their Father and their Friend. 


(The Pupils pray for the Founders, 
Benefactors, and Teachers of the 
Institution. ) 

O God! who in thy transcendent 
roodness hast caused this charitable 
Institution to be raised, for the kind 
purposes of teaching the ignorant and 
relieving the unhappy—b less those 
highly favoured instraments of thy 
beneficence the Founders of this Asy- 
lum. Thou hast given us instructors 
and teachers to form our infant minds 
to wisdom and virtue ; bless their la- 
bours in our behalf, and may all those 
whom thy providence has made active 
in promoting the cause of humanity ™ 
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this establishment, hereafter meet 
with that reward which the world 
cannot give. : 

(All join in prayer.) 

Bless this Island, with its Legisla- 
ture, Magistrates, Clergy, and its re- 
spective mhabitants. Regard witha 
propitious eye the Africans in bond- 
age among us: may their yokes be 
easy and their burdens light! Bless 
the neighbouring Islands, our mother 
country, and the nations of the 
earth ; and finally we pray thatthe 
gospel of thy love, with its hopes and 
consolations, may be universally diffus- 
ed among men. Now to the King 
ezernal, immertal, and invisible: the 
only wise God ; be honour, and glo- 
ry, through Jesus Christ, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

INVOCATION BEFORE MEALS. 

O Thou! who didst once rain bread 
from heaven for the sustenance of 
famished man, sanctify this food to 
our nourishment, we humbly pray 
thee through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THANKSGIVING AFTER MEALS. 

Thus are we fed and supported by 
the bounty of our heavenly Father.— 
Deign to accept our humble thanks, 
O Almighty God ! for the sake of Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


{In the evening, when the business 
ofthe day is concluded, all assem- 
ble as in the morning, and perform 
the following service :) 


EVENING HYMN. 


Far west declin’d, the Orb of day 
‘To ocean winds his weary way 
The sons of men with toil oppress’d, 
Retire to silence and to rest. 


While night’s dark hours our eyelids close, 
Our senses lull to soft repose, 

We trust in God’s protecting aid, 

To guide us thro’ the lonely shade. 

His hand directs this rolling ball, 

He bids earth’s empires rise and fall, 
Calls worlds to being with a breath, 

And shuts ten thousand eyes in death. 


Great God! thou source of endless praise, 
Thou theme of everlasting lays, 
Srant us thy grace ; and O may we, 
While living, live alone to thee. 
T. Dear children! How have you 
been employed the past day ? 
P. In active exertions for the ac- 
quirement of knowledge and virtue. 
T. To whatend ? 
P. To promote the glory of God 
and the good of our fellow creatures. 
T. Will you make the glory of God 
and the good of your fellow creatures 
the Motives to every acigg ? 


Vel. I. No. 5. Ff 
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P. We will endeavour so to do. 

T. What duty remains to be per- 
formed before we separate for the 
night ? 

P. To return thanks to God, for all 
his mercies, to ask forgiveness for our 
transgressions, and to pray to him to 
watch over us during the hours of 
sleep. 

T. Let us then, with humble and 
contrite hearts, kneel before him. 

(All kneel.) 

O Almighty and ever blessed God ! 
We again wait upon thee atthis hour 
of prayer, to pour out our thanksgiv- 
ings before thee, for thy kind care of 
us through another day, which, for 
the refreshment of labouring man, 
thou hast now brought to a close.— 
May we reflect that one day more is 
subtracted from our span on earth, 
and that the greater a is nec- 
essary for making our calling and 
election sure. Forgive, O Lord, 
whatever thou hast seen amiss in our 
conduct, and grant us grace to amend. 
it. Preserve us from harm this night. 
May we lay our heads upon our pil- 
lows, with an entire resignation of 
our lives into thy hands, humbly re- 
solving, that if Thou in thine infinite 

oodness shall see fit to.add another 
ay to our existence, we will devote 
it tothee. Accept our prayers in the 
name and for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
(All retire to rest.) 

Fach as soon as he is undressed 
kneels down by the bed side and says, 

Sweet is sleep to the laborious and 
the good. May I, blessed Lord ! la- 
bour for my salvation, and may thy 
grace enable me to be good, that I 
may be happy! 

—2 +o 
A new and most extraordinary Society. 

A new religious society has lately 
been formed in Holland, entitled 
Christo Sacrum. At tirst it consisted 
only of four members, butin a short 
time the number of the sect increased 
so rapidly as to amount to from three 
to four thousand. The object of the 
Society is to unite all religious sects. 
The principal place of meeting is at 
Deft, where the society has already 
built a church, in which we find Cal. 
vinists, Lutherans, Memnonites, Cath- 
olicks, and persons of various other 
religiots persussions amicably assem- 


biing. The society dves no} adunit of 
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pointment from the Petersburg Acad. 
emy of Sciences, in consequence of 
which he js to attend the Embassy of 
Count Golowk:n, which is about to be 
dispatched from Russia to China.— 
The whole embassy, including attend- 
ants, will amount to three thousand 
men. A number ef learned men from 
different parts accompany it at the 
Emperor’s expense, for the express 
purpose of rendering this embassy 
subservient to science and literature. 
It is supposed very considerable ac- 
cessions of knowledge in respect to 
the Chinese empire, will be derived 
from this embassy. 

LITERARY REGULATION. By 2 
decree of the French government, is- 
sued on the 22d of March, the propri- 
etors of works left behind them by 
authors, have the same right over 
them as the authors themselves. It 
is however provided that these post- 
humous works should not be printed 
along with those published by the au- 
thor in his life-time. 

CHINESE LITERATURE. M. Hager, 
at Paris, who lately published a de- 
scription of the Chinese Coins, in the 
French Imperial Cabinet of Medals, 
is employed in arranging 117,000 
Chinese characters, which have been 
collected at the Imperial press, and 
will afterwards with the assistance of 
these characters publish a Chinese 
Lexicon. 

LITERARY PROHIBITIONS. The 
vigilance with which the French gov- 
ernment watches over the principles 
of its allies, as well as those of its own 
subjects, appears from an occurrence 
which has lately taken place in Swit- 
zerland. OQsterwald’s Geography, the 
school-book in use throughout Swit- 
zerland, had in consequence of the 
new changes which have taken place 
in the relative situation of the states 
of the continent, become obsolete and 
imperfect. ‘Two years ago a new 
edition of this work was published 
with such additions and alterations, as 
were rendered necessary by the pres- 
ent situation of things. In this new 
edition however, certain facts were 
mentioned, which it was apprehended 
would excite in the breasts of the 
youth such feelings, as were by no 
means Calculated to confirm that har- 
mony, which at present subsists be- 
tween Switzerland and her great ally. 
This dangerous edition was therefore 
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prohibited by the Colncil of Law 


sanne, 

jews. From an Imperial Ukase in 
the Court Gazette of Petersburg, it 
appears, that the rights of citizens 
have becn given to the Jews through. 
out the whele extent of the Russian 
dominions. After this edict, the 
children of Jews will be admitted 
like the other Russian subjects into 
the schools, colleges and universities, 
They may be received as Members 
ofthe Academy of Sciences at Peters- 
burg, and obtain, according to their 
merit, the different situations in the 
Universities” The Jewish youth will 
be taught the Russian, Polish, and 
German languages. The Jews ap- 
pointed to places under government, 
will wear in Poland, the Polish dress, 
and in the Russian governments, the 
German dress. The Hebrews will be 
divided into four classes ; that of far- 
mers, that of artificers and workmen, 
that of merchants, and that of citizens, 
The Hebrew farmers will be all free. 
They as well, as the artificers, may 
purchase lands in the governments of 
Lithuania, White Russia, Little Rus- 
sia, Vclhynia, Podolia, &c. &c. and 
enjoy them in full property, Those 
who wish to engage in agriculture, 
but have no fortune, are to have a cer- 
tain portion of the crown lands in the 
governments above mentioned. Those 
who will establish manufactories, are 
to enjoy in their commerce all the 
franchises of Russian subjects. It is 
permitted to the Jewish workmen to 
exercise in the governments, where 
their residence is assigned them, 
all the trades authorised by law, 
They are not to be restrained by any 
body of tradesmen, and they may 
enroll themselves in any corpora. 
tion they may think proper. In every 
thing the Jews are to have the same 
rights and the same protection as oth- 
er Russian subjects. Nobody is to 
be allowed to trouble them by word 
or deed, in the exercise of their wor- 
ship, or in their manner of life. 

M. HUMBOLDT. Among the great 
number of interesting facts collected 
by the celebrated traveller Humboldt, 
the following, which he has commu- 
nicated to the French National Insti- 
tute, is one of the most singular. Sev- 
eral volcanoes among the Andes throw 
up at intervals mud, fresh water, and 
what isextremely remarkable, a vast 
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number of fishes, So great a number 
was on one occasion thrown, as to in- 
fect the air and cause diseases, This 
henomenon, however wonderful, is 
said not tobe uncommon, Another 
singular circumstance is, that the 
fishes are very little damaged, and 
though their bodies are very soft, they 
do not appear to have been exposed to 
a strong heat, The Indians affirm, that 
they are often alive after they arrive 
at the foot of the mountain, These 
fishes are thrown out by the lateral 
clefis of the mountain, as well as by 
the mouth of the crater, but always 
atthe height of 1200 or 1300 totses 
above the surrounding plams. Hum- 
boldt thinks that they live in lakes sit- 
uated at that height in the interior of 
the crater, and what adds great prob- 
ability to this is, that the same species 
is found in the rivulets that run at the 
foot of the mountains. It is the only 
one which exists at the height of 1400 
tuises in the kingdom of Quito ; the 
species js new, and has received from 
M. Humboldt the name of Pimelodus 
Cyclopum. 
Docror Ga. It appears from 
some of the foreign journals, that the 
disciples of Dr. Gall are anxious to 
defend themselves from the calum- 
nies that have been circulated against 
them. It has been thought, they say, 
that the theory of Dr. Gall justifies ev- 
ery vice, because if a man has the or- 
gan that indicates any particular dis- 
position it is in vain for him to resist 
the predominant inclination. This 
however, they contend, is a perverted 
view of the theory, which was never 
regarded in such a light by any of Dr. 
Gall’s disciples. A man is not vicious 


because he has a certain organ in the 
head, more prominent than the rest, 
but he has such an organ because he 
is vicious. The more any vicious in- 
clination is indulged, the stronger it 
becomes, and the corresponding organ 
increases in proportion. The court of 
Vienna, ther. ture, they observe, has 
great occasion to improve its meta- 
physics. 

Dear axnp Dumas. Professor 
Kiesewetter has made a variety of ob- 
servations on the Deaf and Dumb, 
at Berlin. The result of his experi- 
ments 1s expected with great anxicty 
on the continent. One singular fact 
which he is said to have discovered is, 
that the Deaf and Dumd have agreat 
tendency to speak in rhyme, and what 
is more remarkable that the rhymes 
follow the sound more than the orthog- 
raphy. It is not as yet sufficiently au- 
thenticated to admit of conclusions be- 
ing drawn from it with safety. 

_ A work was lately published in England, 
with this title, ‘* Vox occulis subjecta ;’° 
A Dissertation on the most curious and im- 
ss art of imparting Speech, and the 
snowledge of Language to the naturadly Deaf 
aid (consequently) Dumb; with a particular 
account of the Academy of Messrs. Braid- 
wood of Edinburgh, and a proposal to perpetu- 
ate and extend the benefits thereof : by a Pa- 
rent: (who it appears is Mr. Francis Green, of 
Medford.) 

Since this publication has appeared, as thé 
effect of it, we are happy to learn, that a pule 
lick Charitable Institution has been establish- 
ed in Bngland, under the patronage of the Duke 


of Buckingham, and other benevolent charace 


ters. We express our hearty good wishes, 
that the benevolent Author of the above men- 
tioned work, may suceeed in his commendabl¢ 
and persevering exertions to found a like In- 
stitution in New England. Considering the 
number of deaf and dumb people among us; 
such an establishment seems highly desirable, 
and we wishthe attention of the publick, ia 
these prosperous times, may be turned to an 
obje.t so deserving their patronage. 
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Tue following are among the mul- 
titude of works, lately published in 
London, viz. 

Burgh’s Sacred History. Or anat- 
tempt to adapt Sacred History to the 
capacities of children. By A. Burgh, 
a late of University College, Ox- 
tord. 

A View of the Old and New Way 
of Doctrine, Discipline, and Govern- 
mcnt, in the Churches of Christ, in- 





cludingremarks onBaptism, theLord’s 
Supper, the Plurality of Elders, their 
Ordination, &c. By David M’Rea, A. 
M. Longman, Hurst, Rees & Orme, 
London, 39, Paternoster row. 

Also published as above ; Sermons, 
by Sir Henry Moncriet Weilwood, 


Bart.D.D. & F.R.S.Ed. one of the ° 


ministers of St.Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh, 
and Senior Chaplain in Ordinary, ig 
Scotland, to the Prince of Wales. 

An Essay on the Spirit and Inflwe 
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ence of the Reformation of Luther. 
Faithully translated from the French 
of C. Villars, by B. Lambert, with the 
Life of Luther, accompanied with a 
fine Portrait. M. Jones, Paternoster 
row. 

Another edition of this valuable 
work, with copious notes, by James 
Mill, has lately been printed for C. & 
R. Baldwin, New Bridge street, and 
R. Ogle, Great Turnstile. 

Evans’ Sketch of the Denominations 
into which the Christian World is di- 
vided. Ninth Edition, with eight 
Portraits ; corrected and improved. 
B. Crosby & Co. Stationer’s court. 

Discourses and Dissertations, on 
the pe jue Doctrines of Atone- 
ment and Sacrifice, and on the princi- 
pal objections urged by the opponents 
of those Doctrines, as they are held 
by the established church ; with an 
-\ppendix containing some Strictures 
on Mr. Belsham’s Review of Mr. Wil- 
berforce’s Treatise. The second edi- 
tion on an improved plan. By Wm. 
Magee, S. T. P. Senior Fellow of 
Trinity College, and Professor of 
Mathematics, in the University of 
Dublin. Cadell & Davis, Strand. 

Censura Literaria ; containing Ti- 





tles, and Abstracts, of Scarce Books, 
Articles of Biography, and other Lit, 
erary Antiquities ; partly in imitation 
of “Oldys’ British Librarian.” 


*," The Communications of the 
Learned, particularly on the Literary 
Biography and Antiquities of England 
and America, -wtll be very acceptadle to 
the Editor. 


2 


AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 

Two Sermons on the Atrocity of 
Suicide ; and on the causes which 
lead to it. Preached at Suffield, on 
Lord’s Day, Feb. 24, 1805 ; on occa. 
sion of a melancholy instance of sui- 
cide, which had recently occurred in 
that town. By the Rev. Joseph Lath- 
rop, D.D. of West Springfield. 

Waiting on God for Rain. A Ser. 
mon preached in atime of Drought, 
July 24, 1805. By Joseph Lathrop, 
D.D. Pastor of the first Chureh in 
West Springfield. 


A Sermon preached at the Ordination of 
the Rev. James Converse to the pastoral care 
of the Church in Wethersfield (Vermont) Feb. 
10,1802 By Seth Payson, A. M. Pastor of the 
Church in Rindge, (N. H.) 

An Abridgment of two Discourses preach- 
edat Rindge, at the Annual Fast, April 11, 
1805. By Seth Payson, A. M. 
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In England, Josern Wirkes, Efq. 


He had a peculiar mode in the forma- 
tion of roads, of which thirty years ex- 
perience has fully eftablifhed the repu- 
tation. The principle on which it is 
founded is, in a.l poflible cafes, by lay- 
ing the road im a concave form, and on 
an inclined plane, to concentrate the 
water in the middle, and thus making 
them as near as may be, like to wath- 
ways, thefe being made cleaner and bet- 
ter by rain, which, in the old convex 
form, where there muft be ruts, proves 
the deftruction of roads. ‘This mode is 
extending through a larye diftri@ of 
country, and the roads have the advan- 
tage of not only being fafer and more 
pleafant to travel upon, but the fingu- 
lar one of being kept in repair at fo 
much lefs expenfe, that where in the old 
form, the toll collected was inadequate 
to pay the intereft of money borrowed 
upon them; by the faving of expenfes 
in this, not only the intereft is paid, but 
the principal leilened. 


In Europe Her Royal Highness, Mav 
dame the Countess D’ Arrots, con’ 
sort of the 2nd. brother of the unfortu’ 
nate Louis XVI. 

In Jamaica, July 4th, on board his 
Britannick majefty’s frigate Franchife, 
the Hon. Joun Murray, captain of 
that thip. He was fon of the Ear! of 
Dunmore, the laft governour of Virgin- 
ja, under the royal government. 
~ In Chilmark, the Hon. Marruew 
Marnew, aged 86. Through a long 
life, he enjoyed a “ found mind in a 
found body.” As a phyfician, he was 
eminent; as a fenator, wife ; as a mag- 
iftrate upright; as a judge of probate, 
the friend of the widow and orphan, 
and as a chriftian, exemplary. Few 
have lived more honoured and belov- 
ed. As he lived the life of the right- 
eous, fo, like him, his end was peace. 
He has left an excellent example to a 
numerous pofterity, as well as others, to 
follow. Nine children followed his re- 
mains to the grave. 


Co 
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Composed by the Principal, and appointed to be sung by the Pupils of the Institution, 
at St. Christopher on Sunday, February 24, 1805, the second Anniversary of the 
the establishment. (See Panoplist, page 177, and 223.) 
vary AGAIN we hail th’ auspicious day, 
land A day to helpless orphans dear ; 
fe tg Which bids us tune our humble lay, 
And wipes from Memory’s eye the tear. 
Hallelujah, Amen 
; Around, the flame diffusive glows 
4 Of Charity, celestial guest ! 
_ To her th’ adopted infant owes 
ay The joy that fills his little breast. 
“ory Hallelujah, Aman, 
lin Ah, no! of Thee, great God! alone, 
ath. (An awful truth from Heav’n reveal’d) 
All is the blessing—all the boon, ‘ 
‘er. And Charity is Grace conceal’d. | 
ht, Hallelujah, Amen. | 
Op, | How sweet to trace the paths of love— | 
In How sweet her secret wheels survey ! 
More grateful yet, to look above, 
of And mark the Pow’r that bids them play. 
re Hallelujah, Amen. 
he What tho’ Philanthropists, inspir’d _ 
| With Heav’n’s own spirit gave their aid— : j 
"4 By Thee their generous souls were fir’d, 


Thou spak’st the word, and misery fled. | 
Hallelujah, Amen. 

” Still o’er Columbus’ fav’rite 1sLe, 
Thy shield protective wide extend ; 
Still on her infant orphans smile, | 
For life is bliss with Thee our Friend. 
: Hallelujah, Amen. Ke 


---~—Fe 


HY MN, 


Composed by the Rev. Mr. Newman, and appointed to be sung on the same occasion. 


O GOD! what language shall express ) 
Our present bliss our past distress ! | 
What pow’r the grateful sense disclose, f 
With which our ravish’d bosom glows ! 4 ' 
For gloomy, lately, was our lot, 
As if by Heav’n itself forgot ; 
Want press’d us with his iron hand, 
And bent us to his stern command. : 
The blind career of vice we ran, 
With sorrows crowding life’s short span ; 

: No ray of joy, no hope of rest 

E’er visited our troubled breast. 
But now how placid and serene, 
How cheerful, and how bright the scene, 
Since exercis’d in Virtue’s school, 
Her charms we feel, obey her rule. 
Let mortals never then despair 
Of their Almighty Father’s care, 
But still in him their trust repose, 
And brave all dangers, brave all fues. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Z. On Experimental Religion is fully approved. The additional 
number on the fame fubject is with pleafure expected. 


Z. Z. On Preaching, was received too late for this number. 
Beta’s pleafant remarks are approved. 


Afaph, No 2. on the nature, ufes, and effects of prayer ; A third num. 
ber On the Old Divines ; Thoughts on 1 Pet. iv. 6. Eujfebius, om the 
Pagan Demons, and Philo’s 5th No. on the Deluge, are prepared for the 
next number. 


We thank the Sub/criber, who fent us Bifhop Horne’s ingenious par. 
aphrafe on a paflage in Ecclefiafies. It fhall appear in the next number, 


Q. On Redeeming time, and Gamma on another fubje&, are on file 
for confideration. 


The anonymous communication, which undertakes to point out 
the grounds of chriftian fellowfhip, will be confidered. The fubjee 
is delicate and important, and demands a wife and cautious pen. 
Some parts of the paper received are not in our opinion, fufficently 
guarded. 


The Editors feel refponfible for what they publifh, and therefore 
muft examine every paper with ferious and faithful attention, and 
decide impartially and firmly according to their judgment. 


The two pieces from Philalethes, are ferious and devout. Their 
drefs, however, is not fuch, as fully meets the wifhes of the Editors, 
or, as will be likely to fatisfy the expectations of the publick mind. 


We thank our refpected correfpondent, who has furnifhed us with 
Contemplations on Chrif?, a feafonable fubje&. His obfervations on the 
perfon and charaéter of Chrift will be found in the prefent number ; 
thofe on his Office, fhall appear in our next. 


We have juft received, Philologos on the Decalogue, in twelve num- 
bers, and approve his * leading view” in them, “ to vindicate the 
morality of the Old Teftament againft the afperfion of infidels, and 
to furnifh armour againft enemies of various cafts.” Our ingenious 
correfpondent has our beft wifhes for his fuccefs in accomplifhing his 
good defigns. 


Several valued correfpondents, whofe favors have remained fome 
time on our files, are not forgotten. -We have reafons for our delay, 
which we tru{t would fatisfy them, if they could with propriety be 
communicated. 


We are much obliged to the refpected correfpondent, who has fa- 
voured us with obfervations on the manner in which chriftians are to treat 
an excommunicated brother ; Tue Trirrer, Sc. ‘They are juft received, 
fhall have an early infertion in the Panoplift. Communications from 
this correfpondent will always be acceptable. 


The Editors fuggeft to their correfpondents, the expediency of af- 
fixing /fignatures to their refpective pieces. 


Gj The Editors have to apologize to their Patrons for the short delay of this num- 
ber, occasioned by a disappointment ia receiving paper. 








